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| THIS LITTLE TRACT Is VERY RESPECTFULLY 
DEDICATED, TH 


WHEREIN, IT IS HUMBLY HOPED, 
IS CLEARLY SHEWN, 
THAT, THE GREAT PRINCIPLE on wich 
TrEyY ACT, NAMELY, 
THE WORSHIP OF THE Our TRUE Gop 
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IN THE NAME AND AS THE DISCIPLES OF 
our LORD JESsus CHRIST, 
IS STRICTLY CONSQNANT TO THE PRECEPTS OP 
DIVINE REVELATION. 


Girton, Cambridgeſhire 


al 7 84. 
July 25, 1784 JAMES GIFFORD, 
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E Author, in firſt attempting to eluci- 

date the Unity of the Deity, had no other 
than an anxious deſire of coming at Truth, and 
ſatisfying himſelf: and in the reſolution ſince of 
Publiſhing the reſult, ſincerely profeſſes that he 
has not the moſt diſtant intention of fomenting 
diviſions amongſt his Chriſtian Brethren *, but, 
on the contrary, is greatly ſolicitous to promote 
their inward Peace, and to forward the right 
underſtanding of the holy Scriptures. Not hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifeta- 
tion of the Truth commending himſelf to every man's 
conſcience in the fight of God f. For which pur- 


* Nevertheleſs, the Maxim that we ought not to expoſe our Reli- 
gious Opinions to the World, however juſt they may be, / repug- 
nant to thoſe which Prevail, (leſt we ſhould thereby officiouſly diſ- 
turb the Conſciences of others, and perhaps endanger the tranquillity 
of our Couatry;) ts. certainly falſe; for on this Principle neither 
the Reformation, nor the original promulgation of the Goſpel itſelf, 
can poſſibly be juſtified, 


+ 2 Cor. iv, 2. 
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poſe, he has endeavoured to point out, plainly 
and conciſely, the pure tenets of primitive Chriſ- 
tianity, as they were delivered by its heavenly 
Author and his Apoſtles on this moſt important 
Subject; and to free their Doctrines from an 
unnatural mixture of Gentile Philoſophy ; from 
the diſtracting remains of ancient Bigotry and 
Superſtition, the gloomy ſprings of that Charge 


of inconſiſtency and contradiction which has been ſo 


often and ſo profanely caſt upon them. 


By an impartial inſpection into Scripture, it 
will be found, that the ab/olute Unity of the Deity 
is clearly ſhown in that unſullied Fountain ;— 
that it muſt be our own prejudices which diſtort 
our view of this glorious and momentous Truth ; 
—that our bleſſed Saviour expreſsly taught it, 
and never aſſumed Divine Worſhip to him/elf, nor 
left it in command that he ſhould receive ſuch 
after his departure hence; but inſtructed Man- 
kind (moſt juſtly) to believe in him and his Pre- 
cepts, as the ſacred and anointed Meſſenger of the 
moſt High, the Son of God, as he is emphati- 
cally named in the Scriptures * And his Apo- 


ſtles, 


* The Angel, in St. Luke, ſays © he ſhall be called the Son of 
God.” Lukei. 35. Which expreſſion ſeems to intimate that the 
Title ſhould be underſtood in a gualified ſenſe; i. e. not implying an 
equality with God. 8 

The terms, Gods, Sons of God, Children of God, &c. ſo frequently 
found in Scripture, are, in general, figurative, or comparalive, and, 


” 
* 


( 0 1 
ſtles, we find; firmly accord with him; aſſerting 
with the- utmoſt preciſion and ſimplicity, as tbe 
knowledge of the Truth, that There is One God, and 
one Mediator between God and men, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus. I Tim. ii. 4, 5. | 


. Convinced that theſe Principles form the baſis 
of the Goſpel, the writer has endeavoured in all 
humility to vindicate Zhoſe ſacred Doctrines, 
which declare, that Religious honours and Wor-. 
ſhip are due to Almighty God alone, the Great 
Parent of All! in whom we live, and move, and 
have our Being; and upon whom only, the Pre- 
ſervation, Comfort, Peace and Happineſs of the 
whole Univerſe eternally depend. Unto Him be 
glory in the Church by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout. all 
Ages world without end. Amen. Eph. iii. 21. 


of courſe, will not admit of a literal conſlruftion, as may be ob- 
ſerved in Exodus vii. 1. Matt. xxiii. 9. Luke vi. 35. John x. 
34, 35. Ads xvii. 29. 1 Cor. viii. 5. 2 Cor. vi. 18, &e. 
However, in what ſenſe or degree, ſuch modal Titles may be appli- 
cable to our Redeemer (ever ſincerely acknowledging his very great 
and diſtinguiſhed Pre- eminence,) every man will, moſt probably, chuſe 
to judge for himſelf, 


Thus much may be further obſerved, that the Angel evidently 
grounds our Saviour's Title (Son of God) on his miraculous Con- 
ception, and the great Dignity and Importance of the Spiritual Office 
which God was pleaſed afterwards to confer upon him; as may be 
ſeen in Luke i. 30 to 35, inc, See Note “, Page 61, 


A 4 The 


„ | 

The Reader will find the many Scriptural 
Texts which are referred to, (and upon which we 
are to depend) by no means ſtrained, as 7s too com- 
mon, to ſupport a favourite Hypotheſis; but na- 
turally and directly applied, fully in point, and, 
taken collectively, it is hoped, they will have 
their due effect on every unprejudiced Mind. 
For ſurely it will be thought altogether incredi- 
ble that, /o great a cloud of witneſſes ſhould be 
found in our holy records, evidently and repeat- 
edly enforcing an expreſs Article of Faith, im- 
portant to the World in the higheſt degree, which 
after all (if we are to believe the generality of our 
preſent Teachers) falls ſhort of the Truth! 


The Author of this little Tract is fully as de- 
firous of receiving light, as of trying to commu- 
nicate it : if, therefore, any material Errors ſhould 
be diſcovered, he ſincerely wiſhes, for his own 
ſafety and the ſatisfaction of others, that they 
may be dete&ed and expoſed without ceremony * 
(excepting, however, againſt all Cavil and Subter- 
fuge ). If, on the contrary, it appears, in gene- 


. ral, 


Num fingo? num mentior ? cupio refelti. Quid enim laboro, 
niſi ut Veritas in omni queſtione illuſtretur. Cic. Queſt, g. 20. 


1 The oppoſing arbitrarily one or two (perhaps obſcure) paſſages 
2ganſt the univerſal tenour of the Scriptures, is an invidious method 


of preventing them from being reconciled either to themſelves or 
to 


( 7 
ral, to contain Truth, he hopes, for the Proſperity 
of our ſacred Religion, and the Peace of Men- 
kind, it will be ſome what attended to, 
hang defects may be found in 75 pale 
vour, the End ſincerely aimed at is, to fix from 
the ſacred. Oracles, (the only allowed ſubſtantial 


grounds of faith and worſhip) our religious re- 


gards on that Firſt Object in whom all our hopes 
of preſent and future happineſs muſt ultimately 
centre :—to incline, if poſſible, our Eccleſiaſtic 
' Rulers to unite in ſuch a further Amendment 
of our public Forms, as, in their Wiſdom, they 
may think will reduce them to a more ſenſible 
conformity to the Scriptures ; and prevent by that 
happy means a numerous and growing body of 
conſcientious Chriſtians from being driven at 
length from the Church: — a melancholy al- 
ternative! 


The following obſervation of a late able Wri- 
ter * may not be improperly ſubjoined here: 


to reaſon. In thoſe voluminous writings there are doubtleſs /ome 
things hard to be underſtood; but their general meaning is, ſurely, 
the Standard that ſhould be principally attended to; and the figurative 
and ornamental mode of Expreſſion, common to the Oriental lan- 
guages, ſhould be always remembered. 


* Dr. Middleton, Introduction to his Free Inquiry into the Mira» 
culous Powers of the Church, &c. Page 11g. 


T hat 


: 


4h. 
c That the many errors and corruptions which 
cc crept into the Church even in the very early 
« Ages, are a ſtanding proof and admonition to 
ce all the later Ages, that there is no way of pre- 


6 ſerving a purity of Faith and Worſhip in any 


« Church, but by reviewing them from time to 
« time, and reducing them to the original teſt and 
cc ffandard of the holy Scriptures,” 


Sept. 14, 1782. 


INTRO- 


INTRODUCTION. 


HIS pamphlet was firſt publiſhed under a 

ſornewhat different title“. The approbation 
it received has occaſioned the ſubſequent Editions, 
with additions. The author conceives that the 
appoſite ſelection of thoſe ſacred texts through- 
out the work, which ſo directly confirm the im- 
portant point he means to enforce, has princi- 
pally given riſe to this encouragement. The 
Reader is therefore requeſted not to think it too 
much trouble to apply thoſe texts to the argu- 
ments propoſed, as he may ſee occaſion :—ſuch a 
taſk, it is rather judged, will be pleaſing, as doubt- 
leſs it cannot be ſuppoſed, without offence, that 
any rational Being 1s really indifferent whether 
his Religious Principles are founded in Truth 
or not. 


* Reflefions on the Unity of God, as it accords with the received doc- 
erine of the Trinity, &c, The preſent title is thought more ſuitable 
to the Subject. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Our Superior Faculties were aſſuredly not 
given to remain Idle: ſince it is by them only 
that we arrive at the knowledge of a God, and 
are enabled to contemplate his glorious Produc- 
tions: it is by them only that we diſcover the 
intrinſie Beauty, feel the awful Precepts, and 
comprehend the unequalled Advantages of our 
Divine Religion :—a fair exertion of thoſe Fa- 
culties is therefore certainly expected; and we 
muſt be anſwerable for either the wilful miſuſe, 
or the neglect of them. 


It is humbly hoped, that this little piece con- 
tains, ſo far as the ſubject reaches, a juſt expoſi- 
tion and Defence of genuine Chriſtianity, on its 
own grounds; although, it is very poſſible, ſome 
may invidiouſly, or too haſtily, imagine it is cal- 
culated to undermine thoſe ineſtimable doctrines. 
To ſuch it is recommended to diſmiſs their pre- 
judices and their ſuſpicions for a moment, that 
the Mind may be free, and enabled to reflect 
calmly on what is advanced herein. They may 
be aſſured that the author has the real intereſt of 
the Chriſtian Cauſe as much at heart as they can 
poſſibly have themſelves. 


The paſſages in Scripture which /zem to cloud 
the divine Unity, and to favour the received opi- 
nions of the diſtin deity of the holy Spirit, and 
alſo the equal Godhead of our Saviour, are, com- 
parattyely, remarkably few : and even of theſe, 

ſeveral 


INTRODUCTION, 


ſeveral are highly figurative, and require much 
_ explication *; ſome are improperly tranſlated, 
and others are at length found to be interpolations, 
At any rate, it ſurely appears to be extremely 
dangerous and preſumptuous to allow thoſe few 
obſcure and indeterminate paſſages, to outweigh 
the plain and general teſtimony of the ſacred writ- 
ings, which, in fo many inſtances, proclaim the 
abſolute Unity of the ALmicnTy, in the moſt diſ- 
tinct and poſitive terms; making it the very baſis 
of our Religion F ; and referring us directly to 
Him as the Holy Object of our reverential 
fear T, and the exhauſtleſs ſource of every per- 
manent Bleſſing 9 | 


How far therefore the Adoption of Religious 
tenets, as fundamentals, which have no ſufficient 
authority from the Bible, may obſtruct the pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel :—how far it may diſturb 
the tranquillity, and diminiſh the happineſs. of 
the Chriſtian World, (even beyond our preſent 
ſtate of exiſtence) is an enquiry worthy of the 
moſt ſerious attention, 


* Happily for the Public, and for every ſerious Chriſtian in parti- 
cular, many of thoſe abſtruſe texts have been explained by the late 
learned Dr. S. Clarke, Dr. Lardner, and fince by Dr. Prieſtley, the 
Rev. Mr, Lindſey, and ſome others, with great clearneſs and 


ability. 
f Mark ui. 29 to 33. t Luke xi. 3. & James i. 17. 


Let 


INTRODUCTION 


Loet us remember that, God is not the author of 
Confuſion, but of Peace. An extravagant and 
rooted fondneſs of Myſtery, eſpecially in religious 
renets, prevailed anciently in an extraordinary 
manner, even amongſt the moſt eminent advo- 
cates of Chriſtianity, as is conſpicuous enough in 
their Writings; and to this hour it is evident 
that the ſame infatuation in ſome degree poſſeſſes 
: us; inſomuch that we are often unwilling, or 

afraid to truſt plain ſenſe and reaſon in our re- 
= ſearches into Scripture, notwithſtanding we are 
directed in thoſe very Scriptures to employ our 
| Judgment; 20 prove all things, and hold faſt that 
which is good. 1 Theſſ. v. 21. See Luke xii. 57, 
ii 


Abſtracted from the more difficult, or figura- 
tive paſſages, (ſuffer it to be repeated) the Scrip- 
ture declarations of the Unity of God, are full, 
clear and expreſs. Let us, therefore abide by 
this pure Light which is 1o graciouſly ſhed upon 
us, and which ſo benevolently unites with that 
inferior gift of God, our Reaſon t. 
If 


* 1 Cor. xiv. 33- ; 
| + MEN may be very blameable for not admitting the Unity; 
1 &© though it be ſuppoſed that they have only moral Preſumption, or 
| * traditional Proofs of it; becauſe the greater Probability ought to 
« determine their Judgment, and becauſe it is unqueſtionable Matter 
« of Duty, in dubious Caſes, to take the ſafer Side.“ If this be 
ſound reaſoning, (applicd by the Author, more particularly, to the 
Heat/gn of old) the Safer Side for Us to take, ſeems to be this ;—to 
COON compare 


INTRODUCTION, 


If this treatiſe ſhould happily lead to the fur- 
ther diſcovery of Truth; if it ſhould, in any 
meaſure, be productive of that Peace which paſſ- 
eth all underſtanding, and which infinitely ſuper- 
ſedes all Earthly enjoyments whatſoever ; —the 
Praiſe be to God, from whoſe kind Diſpenſations 
every true light ariſeth.— May the advantages be 
reaped, in the fulleſt ſenſe, by every pious Chriſ- 
tian, as well as by the humble Inſtrument, who, 
deeply ſenſible of the awful Subject he is engaged 
in, has endeavoured, in ſtrict conformity to the 
doctrines of Revelation, to aſſert the excluſive 
right of our omnipotent and benevolent CREATOR, 
to every poſſible teſtimony of our Higheſt Grati- 
tude, Love, Obedience, and Praiſe, 


compare the Scripture declarations for and againſt the Proper Unity of 
God, and yield to the Strongeſt and Cleareſt Evidence. On which fide 
this is likely to fall, it is hoped, will appear, with accumulated force, 
even in theſe few ſheets. The paſſage juſt quoted is, however, from 
a Writer ( ſuppoſed Dr. Waterland) who was a ſtrenuous Advocate 
for the Athanaſian Doftrine.—Sce D Hertation added to Biſhop 2 
enquiry into the Ideas of Space, Time, &c. P. 76. 


R E M A R K. 


IT has been imagined (ſurely without due reflection) that 
any further Reformation in our mode of Worſhip, though ever 
ſo juſt in Principle, would weaken the foundations of our 
ſacred Religion *, be productive of a general Scepticiſm, 
and, as inferior conſiderations, degrade the Authority, and 


* The gates of hell mall not prevail againſt it! The Religion of 
Truth can no more be ſhaken than Truth itſelf, 


invi- 
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INTRODUCTION. 
;nvidioufly injure the rights and immanities of our eſtabliſh 
ed Clergy. —But ſuch ſuſpicions, it is humbly conceived, have 
no ſolid grounds; for it is certain, that the nearer Their 
Doctrines approach to the pure precepts of the Goſpel; the 
freer they are from unintelligible myſteries, and the burden 
of contradictory opinions ;—the more likely they will be to 
take root, to df pread, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 


As to the danger of the Clergy themſelves, it will of 
courſe, on a little conſideration, appear viſionary. Their 
conſequence and value, it js preſumed, depend, and ought 
to depend, on their ſtrict adherence to the Scriptures, and not 
on their attachment to the vain Syſtems and formularies of 
Men. And beyond all doubt, the neceſſity of their E/abliſe- 
ment will be, at leaſt, as great when our received doctrines 
ATE purged from their preſent corruptions, (reliquiæ Rome) 
as it is at this moment, or was at the Reformation. Relieved 
from the uſual ſubjects of controverſy, they would happily 
be enabled to purſue their duty with much leſs embaraſſ- 
ment; and would aſſuredly be placed on a firmer baſis than 
ever by becoming the guardians and promulgators of a 
form of Worſhip highly endeared to the World by its Clear- 
neſs and Purity; ſtrongly enforced by its entire conſonancy 
to Truth and Reaſon; and unſhaken from having its Sole 
foundation in the Scriptures. 


AN 


AN 


ir, 
| | OF THE 
DNT T „ U On 
DEDUCED FROM 


SCRIPTURE and REASON. 


ADDRESSED TO 


CHRISTIANS of all DENOMINATIONS. 


The Lord Reigneth ; let the Earth rejoice : let the 
multitude of Iſles be glad thereof. Pf, xcvii, 1. 


Look unto me, and be ye ſaved all the ends of the 
earth : for 1 am God; and there is none elſe. 
Iſaiah xlv. 22. 


T has been long a moſt affecting conſideration 
with all thoſe who are ſeriouſly and Reli- 
giouſly diſpoſed, that Mankind, and even the 
ſeveral Sects of Chriſtians, ſhould ſtill be ſo 
greatly divided in thoſe Principles which re- 
card the proper Object of Adoration, and the moſt 
acceptable and orthodox mode of diſcharging 
B that 
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„ 
that ſacred Duty. The Mind of Man is diſtract- 
ed by the various Opinions that have prevailed, 
and do yet prevail; and intimidated by the po- 
ſitive manner in which ſome of them have been 
inſiſted on, according to the ſeveral Intereſts and 
Ideas of different Writers. This diſunion, in ſo 


important a point, has done unſpeakable injury 
to our holy religion. 


The long controverted Creed of St. Athana- 
ſius, which aſſerts a Trinity in Unity, has been, 
in a great meaſure, we apprehend, the occaſion 
(however unintended) of pernicious diſſenſions 
amongſt Chriſtians ; and indeed, any attempt to 
deſtroy the ſtrict Unity of the Deity, muſt ever 
involve us in confuſion, and ſhake the peace of 


Mankind. 


The Rational faculties were certainly given to 
Man, not to miſlead him, but to direct his Judg- 
ment, and regulate his Ideas in the ſearch of 
Truth. It is in vain, therefore, to depreciate 
this Heavenly gift. When we are taught that 
we are bound © to believe faithfully *,” Poſitions 
which we cannot poſſibly accede to, without di- 
rect violence to right reaſon, and becoming deaf 
to the voice of Nature all around us r; we may 

indeed 


* « To ſay a man is bound to believe, is neither truth nor ſenſe,” — 
Dean Swift's Thoughts on Religion, vol. xvi. p. 43. 


+ „A continued relation runs through the entire ſyſtem of material 
beings 


1 


indeed give an outward aſſent, in deference to 
the Opinions of others, but we cannot be fatis- 
fied within. To contend, that „ (till we are 
« obliged, on many occaſions, to admit what 
«© we cannot either diſcover or comprehend,” 
(though indeed true in various inſtances “,) is ra- 
ther a Sophiſtic argument on this point, than a 
juſt and ſatisfactory deduction: —it infers, that 
becauſe we have not faculties to diſcloſe the mode 
of God's Exiſtence, or his miraculous manner of 
working; He expects us to believe in a Myſtery 
inexplicable, which confounds his Unity and divides 
bis Worſhip ! 


But with reſpect to the Exiſtence of Onz Su- 
PREME ALL-GOVERNING BEING ; and the humble 
Acknowledgment of His wonderful and inſcrutable 
Mors: that in Him is centred the 8xcluſive right 
of Adoration from all his Creatures throughout 
the Univerſe :—Supreme in Glory; in Majeſty, 
Nature, and Dominion, anaſſociated, unequatled |— 
that to him alone our gratitude, love, reverence, 


beings (or rather through the whole creation) which joins the leaſt 
with the greateſt, and ſhews the whole work to be one, and the effect 
of the ſame power and knowledge,” Matho, vol. 1. p. 194. 

« I think the common Arguments, à pe fferiori, for the Unity of 
the Divine Nature, drawn from the Order and Harmony of the 
World, very good and ſufficient. They make the point morally 
certain, and render the other fide of the Queition highly improbable 
and wnreaſonable.” —Inquiry into the Ideas of Space, Time, Immen- 
fity, &c. by E. Law, M. A. (Bp. Carliſle) p. 177. 

* i. e. In ſuch inſtances as involve no contradiction. 
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and faithful Obedience, in the higbeſt degree, are 
due for ever: Theſe Principles, ſimple, clear, 
and ſolid, give riſe to no perplexing difficulties 
in us poor Beings; for the Firſt, thanks be to 
God, is placed far above the miſt of Doubt, if 
we will ſuffer ourſelves to be guided by the light 
of Reaſon or of Revelation] and as to his glorious | 
Operations, all Men with great facility believe 
(though bis ways are paſt finding out) that every 
thing whatſoever, in the fulleſt ſenſe, is poſſible 
with Him, that doth not imply a Contradiction; 
and herein the Mind reſts ſatisfied ;—in all hu- 
mility, and with great peace and willingneſs ac- 
quieſcing in the Faith of the Infinite Power and 
Wiſdom of God, which even the evidence of our 
own Senſes daily confirms to us. But Reaſon 
ſtarts at the aſſertion, that there are alſo other 
Beings poſſeſſing the ſame adorable and boundleſs 
Attributes; this immediately throws the Mind 
into inextricable confuſion, and forces us into 
manifeſt contradictions. 


The pure and artleſs Doctrines of primitive 
Chriſtianity, which are comprized in the love of 
God and Man, have been © wreſted” into different 
and abſtruſe meanings; and the Worſhip of One 
God, ſtrongly inculcated in both the Old and 
New Teſtament, has, through the long preju- 
dices of ſucceeding Ages, the diſcordant notions, 
and miſtaken zeal of Men, given way to the Glo- 

rifying 


„ 


rifying and Adoring of Three diſtinct Divinities, 


or Perſons in the Godhead, Co-equal * ! in contra- 


diction to the general tenour of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, and the natural Reaſon of all Mankind F. 
In ſhort, while we acknowledge a Trinity of di- 
vine Beings, co-equal and co-eternal T, are the 


conſequences at all wonderful when we go on 


to Worſhip them all Three, in fact, and not 


One only 8? 


The efforts which have been made to qualify 


this viſible defection from Revelation, are far 


It is hardly neceſſary to remind the Reader of the Litany, the 
Creed of St. Athanaſius aforementioned, the doxologies, &c. 


+ It is remarkable that, the moſt ancient Heathens, the moſt un- 
enlightened Savages, have been led naturally to conclude, that One 
of their Deities muſt be Superior to all the others, 


t If the Son was begotten of (or produced by) the Father, it ſeems 
clear that, the Father muſt have Exiſted before the Son ; how then 
can they be Co-eternal See St. John vi. 57. Col. i. 15. 


5 It has been ſaid that the Socinians would willingly receive the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, if it were acknowledged that by it is meant 
no more than the adoration of © 7hree internal Properties, or relations 
of the Deity to himſelf.” But wauld not an Explication, ſuch as this, 
be ſill keeping up a Myſterious tenet in Religion, (little underſtood 
by the Multitude at Jeaft) and, in fact, be unneceſſarily attempting to 
make a Diſtinction without a Difference ? We might proceed to 
Worſhip ſeparately every Attribute of the Deity with the ſame rea- 
ſon. And ſurely the Worſhip of the attributes, modes, relations, or 
relative Properties, &c. of the Supreme Being, as diſtin from his 
Perſon or Subſtance from which they flow, is leading us diceQly back 
to the old ſyſtem of Heathen Theology, 
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from affording relief; for as to the Term Per/ons, 
however it may be ſubtilized to avoid grofs 
Ideas, it muſt ultimately ſignify Beings; which 
leaves the difficulty and the danger much the 
ſame. It means, ſay ſome, Three diftin# in- 
« finite Minds or Spirits, three individual Sub- 
ce ſtances, ſeparate Objects of Adoration, but yet 
« (incomprehenſibly) united in One.“ What is 
this, at laſt, but teaching us to divide in Idea the 
Deity into Parts ? In conſequence of which, the 
Religious Mind is ofttimes exceedingly per- 
plexed ; our moſt exalted Affections divided, and 
turned aſide from their Great Obje# *, and the 
firſt and moſt ſacred Commandments of the Bible, in 
effect, unhallowed, unobeyed f. 


We behold, in the inſtance of the Roman 
Catholicks, that whenever Men relinquiſh the 
ſimple and rational Principle of worſhipping only 
One God, they hardly know where to ſtop. They 
(who would think it a mortal Injury not to be 
called Chriſtians), have proceeded to -adoration 


and prayer, not only to the Trinity, but alſo to 


the Virgin Mary, all the Apoſtles, and to every 


Saint in their endleſs Catalogue; and are taught 
to believe their Salvation depends upon it. 


* The Father of Mercies and the God of all comfort. 2 Cor. i. g. 


+ Exod. xx. 3. Luke iv. 8. Deut. vi. 5. Matt. xxii. 37, 38. 
Supreme affeftian cannot belong to two or more perſons. We can 
but love Oae with all our heart,” &c,——Lindſcy's Apology, p. 92. 


Inſtead, 


E 


"Inſtead, therefore, of charging Mankind, as 
uſual, with an obſtinate diſpoſition of unbelief in 
Religious tenets; it would, from theſe and many 
other examples, be more juſt to allow, that the 
greater number have ever been paſſionately in- 
clined not only to Myſtery and Superſtition, but, 
ſometimes, even the groſſeſt abſurdities and im- 
pieties have been imbibed with ſurpriſing facility, 
and ęſpecially in religious articles; of which the 
doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation affords us a further 
and more ſtriking proof. 


But Truth is eternal and unchangeable; and 
our Bleſſed Guide taught us no other than Truth, 
however our own prejudices may have miſled us, 
and perverted his doctrines. It is with the deep- 
eſt concern that many pious lovers of the Goſpel 
behold thoſe precious Doctrines depraved, and 
the ſalutary fruits which might be expected from 
them, blighted for ſo long a period, by the ſuper- 
induction of the Trinitarian Syſtem ; which, from 
its perplexity, and the inconſiſtencies which un- 
avoidably ariſe from it, has been productive of 
an inveterate Scepticiſm, for many ages, amongſt 
the more intelligent part of the Chriſtian World. 


The Books which have been profeſſedly writ- 
ten (often with the beſt intentions) to defend, or 
explain the Atbanaſian hypothelis, have ſtrength- 
ened the very Doubts they were meant to over- 
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come ; and by forcing the ſacred writings to coun- 
tenance ſuch diſtracting Poſitions, they have 
converted the Light into darkneſs, and unhappily 
ſometimes brought in queſtion that authority and 
truth which would otherwiſe have continued 
clear and invincible. It is remarkable, and in 
the end will prove highly advantageous to ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity, that Thoſe who have been 
_ uſed to diſtinguiſh accurately, can ſcarcely ever 
read the defenſive Books abovementioned, with- 
out diſcovering in them nearly as many manifeſt 
contradictions as there are pages ; a ſtrong ſymp- 
tom of the Unſoundneſs of the Doctrines they 
contain. There is @ great gulph fixed, by God 
himſelf, (though we cannot always diſcern it) 
berween the boundaries of Truth and Error; and 
the moſt ingenious ſtruggles to remove the Bar- 
rier will be ever found vain and ineffectual “. 


If then it can be diſtinctly proved both from 
Scripture and the rational deductions of Men, 
that the Worſhip of a Trinity of divine Perſons is 


* A veteran Writer has lately reminded us that the doftrine of 
the Trinity in Unity is as clear as the propoſition that, * Three equi- 
lateral lines make One triangle“ and in conſonance with this demon- 
firation, we have ſeen the Godhead repreſented, in the firſt leaf of a 
very excellent religious publication, by @ Triangle, ſurrounded with 
a Glory, &c. This picce of unworthy Artifice (though 1t borders a 
little on blaſphemy) has flouriſhed long; and the ſame miſerable ſo- 
phiſtry might be uſed to perſuade us that there are „t Gods in One. 
Why ? Becauſe eight angles conjoined make only Cne oftangle ! 


Con- 
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contradifory, and the worſhip of only One God, 
conſonant both to Scripture and Reaſon, it may 
be greatly hoped, that an Union of Faith in this 
moſt important point, will follow amongſt rati- 
onal Chriſtians, however we may chuſe to differ 


in the manner of performing our Religious 
Duties. 


We ſhall firſt preſent a few of the plaineſt de- 
ductions of Reaſon to elucidate the poſitive Unity 
of the Almighty, and to ſhew that no other Being 
can be Equal with Him; by which we have no 
other intention than to vindicate the ſolemn De- 
| clarations which follow from the Bible. 


Affirmative Propoſition. 


Two, or more, All-Perfe# Beings, (or Perſoas) 
are not only unneceſſary, but alſo Inconſiſtent. 


Proof. 


Unneceſſary. Becauſe, admitting an Indepen- 
dent Being, exiſting and acting eternally, of unlimited 
Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Knowledge and Juſ- 


tice *; there can be no poſſible neceſſity for any 
other. of equal Perfection. 


* The Reader may, if he pleaſes, ſee this Point demonſtrated, in 
Biſhop Law's Notes to Archbiſhop King's Origin of Evil, ad edit. 
from p. 46 to 52. In Duncan's Baxter, (a moſt excellent publication) 
ſec. i. p. 4+ and, indeed, in many other Authors. 


Incon- 


E 

Inconſiſtent. For, ſuppoſing there were two, or 
more, ſuch Infinitely Perfect Beings in the Uni- 
verſe ; it would follow that, All but ons of them, 
muſt neceſſarily dęſiſt from the Extrciss of their 
Powers UNIVERSALLY : which 4navoidable ſuſpen- 
ſion, directly contradicts the poſſibility of their 
being all equally perfect, becauſe All could not be 
eternally Independent and Unlimited“. 

With 


If the Deity himſelf Preſides univerſally and eternally, with abſo- 
tute Dominion and Independence, it is clear that, no other Being 
whatſoever can ſhare in any Operations, but by a Power derived from 
and dependent on him. 


If we ſay that He Acts always in Concert with two other Divinities 
{or Perſons) equal to himſelf; it will follow that, a poſitzvely inde- 
pendent Power, is never. exerciſed by either of them: Power abſo- 
lutely Infinite is then divided; which is a Contradiction. 

If we ſhould rather think, that They AQ in voluntary Conjunction; 
ſuill we muſt ſuppoſe that the znherent Powers of theſe Three equal 
Beings, were diftin& in each, but conjoined by mutual agreement; now, 
ſuch an Union cannot confiſt with Power ebſolutely Infinite ; becauſe 
again, this unbounded Perfection, as ſuch, mult be ever indiviſible and 
incommunicable. Where, therefore, are Attributes, pgctively Infinite, 
to be ſought for but in One ? 


In ſhort, the Father himſelf, is either abſolutely Perfett, or he is not. 
To ſuppoſe He is not, would be both Impious and Abſurd. But if 
we conclade (as we ſhall find ourſelves obliged to do) that He poſ- 
ſeſſes abſolute Perfection in his own Perſon ; then no other Betgg, or 
Perſon whatſoever, can be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs the like, without a 
contradiction. For Poſitive Perfection, (among other Attributes) in- 
cluding Power unlimited and uncontrolled ; it follows, that but One Be- 
ing can be wniverſally and eternally Abſolute ;—that there can be but One 
All Directing, All. Pervading Power. Therefore, notwithſtanding the 
moſt ſubtile arguments, we are reduced to this dilemma at laſt: we 
muſt either deny that the Father poſſeſſes ab/clute Perſeclion in Se; or 


we 
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With reſpect to a Being who is, on any occa- 
ſion, reſtrained ſrom the free uſe of its Powers, or 
who can exerciſe them only partially, or in a limited 
Circle ;—it is not the One we are ſeeking. The 
Attributes of the Loxp of the Univerſe, whom 
we are contemplating, are ſolely anderived, and 
perfectly free, and his unbounded Power (univerſally 
and conſtantly exerted) * leaves no poſſibility for 
any other to ſubſiſt in the ſame degree. 


Abſolute Perfection is, therefore, conſiſtent with 
One Being only ;—with the Moſt High; eternally 
and unchangeably exiſting in his Perſon alone. 


For, as above, it is a manifeſt contradiction 


to ſuppoſe /wo (or more) Beings poſitively Un- 
limited F. 


The Unity of the Firſt Cauſe being eſtabliſhed, 
to ſay, that this Adorable Being has beſtowed, 
or communicated, an equal! degree (that is an 
infinite degree) of his Power, Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, &c. to any other Being; is to declare that 
the Creature can be made equal to the Creator, 
or the Efe# equal to the Cafe. 


we muſt confine it to Hem alone ;—and acknowledge that His conſummate 
and unegualled Attributes render Him atl-ſufficient and Supreme. 
 ® Pſalm Ixvi. 7. ciii. 19. cxlv. throughout. 


+ In Power, Authority, Dominion, &c. See 1 Chron. xxix. 11, 12. 


Con- 


. 
Contented with a demonſtration that the Al- 
mighty Author of all Things is truly One, the 
intelligent, but humble Philoſopher, pretends 
not to deſcribe the manner of His Exiſtence; it 
was Athanaſius, or rather his Followers *, who 
from a miſtaken zeal, preſumed to divide and 
ſubdivide the Deity, and ſhew the mode of his 
Exiſtence ; torturing the faculties of Mankind. 
by making One a Plurality, or conſtituting 'a- 
Threefold God of One God: and then they un- 
mercifully fulminated everlaſting perdition on all 
thoſe who did not, or cannot now, believe heir 


Hypotheſis. 


It will not be ſaid that Objections have been 
made to this Hypotheſis, for want of ſuffi- 
cient Time to reflect upon it: or for waut of ſe- 
rious attention to it; or a due exertion of the 
rational Faculties upon it: ſince experience 
ſhews us that the longer and the cloſer it is in- 
veſtigated, the more inſuperable its Difficulties 
appear. Among many others the following ſeem 
not the leaſt. 


When we conſider the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 
as Perſons, or Beings Diſtin# from the Father; we 


In juſtice to St. Athanaſius, it ſhould be generally underſtood, 
that there are ſtrong reaſons to believe, that the Creed aſeribed to 
him, was not written until, at leaſt, 1 years after 5 ume; __ * 
Whom is got certainly known. a 


find 
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find ourſelves forced to conceive that their Powers 
muſt be either In herent or Derived, 


Now if they are aßſolutely Inherent, like thoſe 
of the Father, and their Perſons diſtin, then 
it evidently follows that we have Three diſtinkt Al 
Independent Gods; But if their Powers be De- 1 


rived, ſo muſt be likewiſe Their Exiſtence; and 
then they (the Son and Holy Ghoſt) are, in con- 
fequence, Efefs, be They ever ſo Exalted. 
This concluſion appears to admit of no Qualifi- 


cation whatſoever, as has been attempted : Be- «Tt 
cauſe the leaſt Derivation of their Powers, or (if F 
the expreſſion may be allowed) of any part of als 
them, deſtroys at once the Poſſibility of their 1 
Equality with a Self Perfect, Self-Exiftent Being: 1 


Whoſe Attributes we believe are All as abſolutely 
Free and Underived as Eis Perſon. 


The Norrox of conſidering the Perſons, or 
Subiſtences of the Son and Holy Ghoſt as originally 
flowing from the Subſtance of the Father, in like 

manner with His Wiſdom, Power, &c. is not Cot- 
reſpondent or Correlative: For the Wiſdom, 
Power, &c. of God, are abſolutely His own 
Properties, and, in fact, indiſtinguiſnable from 
Himſelf. But the Advocates for the received 
Hypotheſis, will hardly allow the Second and 
Third Perſons of the Trinity, to be the Proper- 
ties of the Deity: if they do, it is in truth, 
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giving up the Atbanaſian Doctrine; and the whole 
Syſtem diſſolves into a ſpeculative Dream of the 
Schools. 


Again. To ſay that the Father, not from 
Choice, but Neceſſity of Nature, did Produce two 
ather Beings Equal with Himſelf : ſeems to dero- 
gate from the abſolute Freedom of God's Will; 
and, eſpecially, it ſtill maintains the old Contra- 
diction, that Efeas may be Equal to their Cauſe *, 


an. a word. The viſionary Doctrine, of 
a Beings Iſſuing from the Deity without the Con- 
ec ſent of his Will, Equal to Himſelf,” &c. ſeems, 
groſsly repugnant to every Idea we have of His, 
Majeſty, Freedom, and unrivalled Power. 


But it is probable that neither theſe Difficul- 
ties, nor any other that might- be advanced, 
would ever have ſo much diſturbed the minds of 
conſcientious Men, had they not conceived that 
the whole Hypotheſis herein contended againſt, 
is plainly diſſonant not only to the dictates of 
human Reaſon, but alſo to the general ſpirit of 
Revelation itſelf. 


It is freely confeſſed on all ſides, that our de- 
ductions often deceive ourſelves :—that our Rea- 


See a very ingenious defence of the Trinity, in Bp. Law's tranſ. 
of Abp. King's Origin of Evil, Note (D) P. 118, ſecond Edition. 


. fon 


Een; 
ſon is truly weak and defective: but Imperfect 
as it is, and little as ſome affect to eſteem it; it 
is ſtill the gracious Gift of God: and, after all, 
is the only Light we poſſefs to diſtinguiſh Truth 
from Falſhood : Good from Evil. But the re- 
ceived Syſtem ſuppoſes the Deity to ſhut out 
this Light in order to introduce another, reflect- 
ed from the Athanaſian Creed, which blinds and 
confounds the moſt dignified Faculties He has 
beſtowed upon us. This CaEED demands a Faith 
ariſing from an arbitrary Sacrifice of the nobleſt 
Priviledge of the Soul ;—the Liberty of Thinking 
and Reflecting; and the Doctrines which are its 
genuine Offspring, very naturally, reprobate our 
aſſent to the plaineſt demonſtrations that Liberty 


may afford us. Writs we are awed by the 


threatnings of this mercileſs Edict, and entangled 
by its incomprehenſible Poſitions, the Mind, un- 
able either to diſregard its denunciations or un- 
ravel its perplexity, remains both afraid and un- 
prepared t0 give a Reaſon of the hope that is in us. 


- Chained for Ages as we have been, by the 
Authorities of Men, bow long ſhall we continue 
enveloped in their Darkneſs, or bound down by 
their Prejudices? And how do we reconcile 
ſuch a gloomy, lethargic Captivity, to the cheer- 
ful and benevolent dictates of our Religion, 
which, in a language that comforts and expands 

the 
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the Heart, declares that, J/here the Spirit of the 


Lord is, them is Liberty ? 2 Cor. iii. 17. 


Submitting the above obſervations, however, 
to more enlightened Minds, and far from pre- 
ſumptuouſiy depending upon any deduftions of 
our own; we ſhall proceed to bring proofs of a 
more deciſive nature, from the Old and New 
Teſtament, of the Unity of God, and (without 
multiplying Quotations too much, ) ſelect a few 
which are ſtrictly in Point; and as free from in- 
tricacy as they are from falſehood, If words have 
any fixed ſignification, one ſhould have thought 
theſe alone ſufficient, (had not experience taught: 
us otherwiſe) to prevent the poſſibility of the 
leaſt doubt or helitation in the minds of men who 
pay any regard to Revelation. | 


Proofs from the Old Teflament. 


Know therefore this day, and conſider it in thine 
heart, that the Lord He is God in Heaven ABOVE 
and upon the Earth beneath there is none elſe, — 
Deut. iv. 39. 


Unto thee it was ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know 
that the Lord Hx is God, there is none elſe befides 
Hin. —Ibid. ver. 25. | 

Hear 
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Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our God is Ons Lord. — 
Ibid. vi. 4. 


See now that I, even I am he, and there is no God 
WITH ME: &c,—lIbid. xxxil. 39. 


To whom then will ye LIKEN ME, or fhall I be 
EQUAL ? ſaith the boly One *. Iſaiah xl. 25. 
xlvi. 5. 


Jam the firſt, and I am the laſt, and beſides uE 
there is no God. —Tbid. xliv. 6. 


Is there a God beſides ME ? yea, there is no God : 
I know not any. — Ibid. ver. 8. 


There ts no God ELSE beſide me ; a Juft God, and a 
Saviour: there is none beſide Me.—Ibid. xlv. 21. 


For I am God, and there is none ELSE: I am God, 
and there is none LIKE ME.—Ibid. xlvi. 9. 


All nations whom Thou haſt made ſhall come and 


worſhip before thee, O Lord; and ſhall glorify thy 


aame. 


For thon art great, and doeſt wondrous things : 
THOU art God ALONE.—Pſ. Ixxxvi. 9, 10. 


The 44th, 45th and 46th Chapters of the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah contain a continual repetition of the 


* From theſe very words one would think that the Prophet foreſaw 
the diſtracting Tenets of the Trinitarians! Do either of the difcrimi- 
nating terms, One, he, him, I, me, thou, in the Hebrew, or in any 


other language, imply a Plurality ? 


Unity 
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Unity of the Deity; enforced in a moſt remarka- 
ble manner in the 45th. The holy One of Iſrael 
is the frequent Title of God throughout that Pro- 
phet, and his Unity very plainly expreſſed in all 
the others! *© How long halt Ye between two Opi- 
ions ? if the Lord be God, follow Him.” 1 Kings 
xviii. 21. 


Proofs of the Unity from the Vew 
Teſtament. 


And Feſus anſwered him, The firſt of all the com- 
mandments is, Hear, O Iſrael; the Lord our God is 
Oxz Lord. Mark xii. 29. 


And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Why calleſt thou me 
good? none is good, ſave ONE, that is God, —Luke 
xviii. 19. and Matt. xix. 17. 


And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 


the OxLy true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent.—Sr. John xvii. 3. 


Seeing it is Ons God which ſhall juſtify the cir- 
cumciſion by faith, and uncircumciſion through faith, 
Rom. 111. 30. 


For there is Ox E God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus —1 Tim. ii. 5. 


ONE Gd and Father of all, who is apove ALL, 
and through all, and in you all, —Eph. iv. 6. 


Now 
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Now unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, 
the OnLy wiſe God, be honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.,—1 Timothy 1. 17 *. 


See alſo Iſa. xxxvii. 16. 20, Mark xil. 32. 
Acts xvii. 23, 24, 25. 1 Cor. viii. 4. 6. Gal. 
iii. 20. James 11. 19. Jude 4, &c. 


If the doctrine of the Trinity had been as clear- 
ly and peremptorily inſiſted on in the Scriptures, as 
is the Poſitive Unity of God; no ſerious Believer 
in Revelation would have contended one moment 
for the latter. 


It will doubtleſs, hereafter, appear aſtoniſhing 
that it ſhould have been neceſſary, at this time of 
day, to recite Authorities which have been open 
to the world for ſo long a period in the Bible; 
for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a Truth, which 
not only that enlightened Page, but alſo the 
whole ſurrounding Creation continually beareth 


* Whoa that reflects a moment, can reſiſt ſuch plain and reiterated 
Teſtimony ? It is certain that the above paſſages afford ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt evidences that can be produced, at this day, of the ſacred 
origin of the Scriptures: ſeeing They were the Firſt writings in the 
World which diſcovered to Mankind, and declared in exprels terms, 
that great and leading Truth, the Unity of our Almighty Creator; and 
indeed, they were the only Documents, for many Ages, which pre- 
ſerved and maintained that divine Doctrine, in direct oppoſition to 
thoſe groſs Polytheiſtic Principles, which, unhappily, overſpread the 
greateſt part of the Earth, 
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witneſs of * !—Thzy however muſt be accounta- 


ble for ſuch repetitions who ſeem determined to 
make them till neceſſary. 


But the awful voice of the Prophet heard of 
old, will not be in vain. The loftineſs of man ſhall 
be bowed down :—the Time will come, and we 
hope it is now approaching, when the vanity of 
human ſyſtems will be felt and humbly acknow- 
ledged ; the Nations of the Earth be brought 
to a juſt ſenſe of their Duty to their Great Crea- 
tor; and the Lord alone ſball be exalted in that 
Day. Iſaiah ii. 11. 17. 


T have ſworn by MYSELF, the word is gone out 
of my mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return ; 
That unto ME, every knee ſball bow, every tongue 
Hall ſwear. Ibid. xlv. 23, 


That they may know from the riſing of the Sun, 
and from the Weſt, that there is none beſides Mx. 
Jam the Los, and there is none elſe, Ibid. xlv. 6. 


* Pſalm xix. 1.—* The plain Connexion of one thing upon ano- 
ther, through the whole material Univerſe, through all Parts of the 
Earth, and in the viſible Heavens; the Diſpoſition of the Air, and Sea, 
and Winds; the Motions of the Sun, Moon, and Stars ; and the uſeful 
Viciſſitudes of Seaſons, for the regular Production of the various Fruits 
of the Earth; have always been ſufficient to make it evidently appear, 
even to mean Capacities (had they not been perpetually prejudiced by 
wrong Inſtruction] that all things are under the Direction of one 
Power, under the Dominion of one God, to whom the whole Univerſe 
is uniformly Subject. And in fatt,—the wiſeft and beft Men, in all 
Heathen Nations, have ever ſeen, and in good meaſure maintained, this 
great Truth.—But it is with greater Clearneſs from all appeatance of 
Doubt, and with greater aſſurance of Authority, confirming the Dictate of 
Reaſon, that the Scripture ſets forth tous this Firſi Principle of Religion." 

Clarke Poſt. Serm. Vol. I. Serm. ii. P. 29, 30. 
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DOT TY SST: 


The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue.—2 Sam. xxilii. 2. 


But there is a ſpirit in Man : and the inſpiration of 


the Almighty giveth them underſtanding. —Job 
XXXll, 8. | 


INCE the Supreme Being is declared from 
the ſacred Records to be ſtrictly and truly 
Onz; therefore, by the Holy Ghoſt muſt be meant 
no other than the Spirit of the Almighty himſelf *, 
(and indeed often fo called in the Bible) the ſame 
that, moved upon the face of the Waters in the be- 
ce ginning f. and eternally pervades the whole 


Or, in other words, it implies his efefive power ;—ſometimes, 
his divine illuminations, ſaid, Acts ii. 17. to be © poured out by Him, 
[or effuſed] upon all fleſh ;”* and, therefore, in ſuch inſtances cannot 
ſignify a Perſon. 

+ Genelis i. 2. 
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Univerſe, and every individual therein, material 
or Immaterial * ! 


To aſſure us of ſo aſtoniſhing a Fact as the laſt, 
it is plainly intimated in Scripture, that it is this 
all-quickening, this Inſpiring Power which /ome- 
times Acts on the Conſcience f as an Alp to that in- 
ternal judgment of ourſelves; intimidating the 
Wicked, and ſupporting, with the moſt benevo- 
lent energy, the Good. And perhaps we ſhall 
not err if we aſſert that this Scriptural Truth muſt 
be (without any enthuſiaſtic interpretation) ſen- 
ſibly experienced by any one who de/ignedly en- 
gaces himſelf in an Action of Moment, whether 
good or evil . If in a juſt and virtuous under- 
taking, he feels (though it be adminiſtered im- 
perceptibly) an unuſual complacency and pleaſure 
of Scul, ſtrengthening his conſcious Integrity, and 
greatly encouraging him to proceed :—if in a 
wicked or malicious purſuit, he perceives an 
inward ſignal of Guilt, an impreſſion of diſquie- 


See Jeremiah xxu1. 24. Epheſ. iv. 6. Matho, vol. i. p. 273, 
and Duncan's Baxter, p. 19. and 38. 


+ See Rom. viii. 16. Ibid. ix. 1. 


Probably this gracious intimation may he given becauſe the conſe- 
quences of human Actions ſometimes ſpread wide and deep, affecting 
multitudes, as well as the Individual who may be the original Cauſe. 
The merciful intention of ſuch Interpoſitions may be thereſere readily 
conceived. But as Dr. Jortin has very judiciouſly obſerved ; This 
Divine Aſſiſtance Nil] © leaves us free Agents, it compels not, but only 
% rmclings and aids, and that it igoy Ut reſifled,” Jortin's Sermons, 


tude 
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tude or horror (in proportion to the miſchief in- 
tended) which he cannot poſſibly extinguiſb, though 
he may endeavour to ſmother it. Yet it appears, 
that this warning impulſe, or light divine, 1s gra- 


dually diminifhed in obſtinate, hardened Sinners, 


corrupted by a long courſe of vicious practices; 
but it is anetiooable, whether it be ever wholly 
withdrawn, ſince the moſt profligate Villains have 
ſuddenly diſcovered ſymptoms of remorſe and 
contrition: I may, perhaps, be left in a certain 
degree, for an irreſiſtible and ftanding Evidence 
(unextinguiſhable even in the moſt abandoned) of the 
Almighty's utter abhorrence of iniquity and falſhood ; 
though /uch Men will r not always confeſs their in- 
moſt feelings, 


Blaſphemy of, or Contumacy (which are diflin& + 


Offences) againſt the Holy Ghoſt, or, in other 
words, againſt this Holy Spiritual Influence, may 
therefore well be ſtyled in the Goſpel heinous 
Impieties, (being directly levelled againſt the 
Majeſty of God himſelf) * ; and the Scripture 
meaning of the latter, as it regards Ourſelves at 
this hour, is plainly this,—The finning wilfully 
againſt the Special Emotions of ones own Con- 
ſcience f. The awful admonitions, fo ſtrongly 
felt on ſuch Momentous occaſions, may be juſtly 


* Phil, ii. 13. 


+ This, perhaps, is the moſt arbitrary and afefing Proof of the 
Free-Will of Man! 
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deemed the Power of God working within us ; 
which induced a late celebrated writer * to name 


| the Conſcience, emphatically, the God within the 


Mind. 


The ſimplicity of theſe Principles will indeed 
but ill accord with the ſubtile ſpeculations and 
ideal diſtinctions, which have engroſſed the minds 
of men for more than 1400 years, but we ſhall 
find them amply ſupported by the Goſpel, whence 
they take their riſe ; recommending themſelves 


by their very ſimplicity at once to the heart and 
underſtanding. 


Thus our Saviour himſelf, tells the Scribes 
(Matt. x11. 31, 32.) that © blaſphemy againſt the 
& Holy Ghoft ſhall not be forgiven, neither in this 
& world, neither in the world to come.” Now 
thoſe men, filled with malice, were denying and 
blaſpheming the holy Ghoſt, ar the very time he 
ſaid theſe words, (which indeed occaſioned them) 


for they, with great diſſimulation, affirmed that our 


Lord had a Devil, when he was caſting out 
Demons by the immediate co-operation of the 
holy Spirit, or Power of God .: Matt. x11. 28. 
& But if I caft out Devils by the Spirit of God, then 
« the Kingdom of God is come unto you.” This 


* Pope. 


1 Alluſvely finger of God. Luke xi. 20. 


verſe 


(- 8523 
verſe has reference to the ſevere denunciation 
above, and plainly declares, that the Holy Ghoſt 
1s no'other than the Spirit of our God ;—that it is 
preciſely ſo meant in the Scriptures *; and the 
context ſhews alſo, that thoſe people, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, were ſinning againſt the ordinary 
influences of this moſt ſacred Spirit of Truth on 
their own Conſciences; for they could not, as our 
Saviour obſerves, poſſibly Believe, © that Satan 


« was caſting out Satan, and thereby deſtroying his 
« own Kingdom. They contumacioully reliſted 
and gave the lie, therefore, on a great and af- 
fecting occaſion, to their own inward feelings 
and conviction ; and moreover uttered a moſt 


* See Matt. x. 20. which compare with Luke xii. 12. Acts ii. 4. 
16, 17, 18. Ib. v. 32. Rom. viii. 11. 14. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 1g, 
13. Ib. iii. 16. compare with Ib. vi. 19. (and with 2 Cor. vi. 16.) 
Ib. vii. 40. Ib. xii. 3. Eph. iv. go. —It may be obſerved, that the 
Holy Ghoſt is, in a few places of Scripture, termed ke ; when, it ap- 
pears, the Father himſelf is meant; (compare 13, 14, and 13 ver. of 
John xvi.) and ſometimes, it, or itſe ,; when the ſpirit or Influence 
of the Father is underſtood ; this may be generally diſcovered by the 
Context, When, therefore, we pray to God, in conformity to the 
Scriptures, for the Grace of the Holy Spirit, the afiſtance of the Hely 
Sprrit, &c. we then, undoubtedly, pray for the aſſiſtance of God kim- 
ſelf. Were the Holy Ghoſt (or holy Spirit) really a diſtindt Perſon, it 
is wonderful that we ſhould in no place of ſacred writ be inſtructed 
to offer any ſupplications to this different Perſon, whole peculiar gifts 
we mean to implore; on the contrary we are uniformly directed in 
Scripture, to addreſs our prayers and thankſgivings to God only, from 
whom we are expreſsly told every bleſſing ſpiritual and temporal com- 


eth. How 1s it then, that we do give his Glory unte another? See 
Iſaiah xlvüi. 11. 
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impious Inſinuation * which, in the Goſpel lan- 
guage, was Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, — 
the all-permeating Spirit or Energy of the Su- 
preme Being! which, while it manifeſted by a 
gracious Miracle, that the Divine power was 
eminently preſent with our Saviour, did not fail 
to enable him to detect their inmoſt thoughts, 
and to expoſe immediately their malicious hypo- 

criſy and falſhood. Hence, and from the texts 
below r, it will appear, that the terms Holy Ghoſt, 
boly Spirit, Power of God, divine Preſence, &c. are 
Identical, and referrible to God alone. The rela- 
tion of the Deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, in 
the Ads, among many other inſtances, demon- 
ſtrates that the Apoſtles held this very Doctrine |. 


We ſhall endeavour to confirm the Truth of 
the foregoing Poſitions, by a ſhort ſeries of Evi- 
dence from the New Teſtament, in which, we 
think, it will be clearly diſcerned, what {lender 
foundation we have, to diſtinguiſh the operations 
of the Holy Spirit from the operations of God 


Mark iii. 30. 
+ See Notes“ and“, page 25 and g7. 


Acts v. Where (it is almoſt unneceſſary to obſerve) in the gd 
and 4th Verſes, God and the Holy Ghoſt are very naturally and ex- 
preſsly made the ſame. The awful cataſtrophe of Ananias and Sap- 
phira (convicted by St. Peter of having tempted, by their falihood, 
« the Spirit of the Lord,) will ſerve to ſhew what powerful effetts 
may be produced by the Operation of the Divine zuflucnce (or holy 
Spirit) on the Conſcience. 


hin- 


n 
bimſelf * ; and how inconſiſtent it is to conſider 
that as a Perſon, which 1s deſcribed below to be a 
Power\communicable by an Apoſtle, but flowing 


Primarily from the Deity, as from its Source, and 
modified according to His divine Will. 


Have ye, ſays St. Paul, received the Holy Ghoſt 
fince ye believed? and they ſaid unto him, We have 


not ſo much as heard whether there be any Hely 
Gboſt. 


And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 


holy Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpake with tongues, 
and propbeſied.— Acts xix. 2. 6. 


Thus we find this divine effuſion, this Gift of 
Gop Þ, was ſuffered to be © imparted” by the 
Apoſtles to their Converts or diſciples ; which 
ſurely ſhews, beyond any reaſonable doubt, that 


* We do, and may very properly, diſtinguiſh the Power of God 
from his Wiſdom and Omniſcience; His Juſtice from his Geedneſs or 
Mercy, &c. But in whatever manner theſe, or any other of his 
Attributes may be exemplified externally (as in the inſtance of Ananias 
and Sapphira) they are, in reality, fill inſeparable from his own Per- 


ſon or Subſtance, even in Idea.—And ſo indeed the Apoſtle hath 
ſhewn us. 


+ It is remarkable that our Saviour, after his Reſurreftion, com- 
municated this Delegated Power to his Diſciples, by the act of 
Breathing on them. John xx. 22. Which ſhews plainly what is 
there deſigned by the Holy Ghoſt ; viz. not a Perſon, but an holy In- 
ſbiration. 


+ Adds viii, 19, 20. xv, 8. 2 Tim, i. 6, 7. 
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by the holy Ghoſt, is here meant the Operative 
Power of God, and not a Perſon. For it ſhould 
be noticed that it was the Holy Ghoſt Iſelf 
which is thus ſaid to be imparted ;—not a Power 
From a Divine Being, diſtin from God :—But 
from whom theſe Spiritual excellencies were truly 
derived, will appear in the next Paragraph. 


Now, there are, ſays the Apoſtle mentioned 
above, diver/ities of gifts, but the ſame Spirit. And 
there are diverſities of operations, but it is the Same 
God who worketh all in all.—1 Cor. xii. 4. 6. 


Theſe paſſages alone, throw a ſtrong light on 
this ſubject, and from them we may gather, that 
the holy Ghoſt of the Scriptures (the Moſt High 
being ever underſtood) ſignifies in general either 
the effluxes of Divine Virtue, or the inſpirations 
of the Almighty, ſo graciouſly infuſed by Him into 
the Prophets of old, and ſtill more illuſtriouſly 
and fully communicated to Chriſt eſpecially, and 
afterwards to his Apoſtles *.—A miraculous Power 
proceeding from the Deity, centering in him alone, 
and as inherent in Him as any other of his glorious 
Attributes. 


It may not be improper to obſerve here, that 
ſeveral of the early Fathers of the Church, (upon 
whoſe authority we rely to this hour, in many of 


* Sce Luke i. 68. 70. 1 Cor, xii, 28, Epheſ. i. 3. 
our 


(-W :] 


our ſolemn rites, and forms of worſhip) were 


| ſtrangely infatuated with the viſionary tenets of 


Gentile Philoſophy *. The doctrines of Plato eſ- 
pecially, were, it ſeems, highly venerated amongſt 
them : and it is much to be feared, (notwithſtand- 
ing their merits in other reſpects) that they ven- 
tured in ſome of their religious Inſtitutes, to 
blend the moſt eſteemed of the Heathen dogmas 
with the pure Precepts of our heavenly Maſter : 
that ſtepping aſide from the clear paths of the 
Goſpel, they wandered a little in the mazes of 
& Science, falfly ſo called. And, indeed, one 
ſhould imagine, with regard to the preſent ſubject, 
that thoſe early Converts to Chriſtianity, allured 


* See Moſheim's Eccl. Hiſtory ; and alſo Middleton on Miracu- 
lous Powers; wherein the groſs Credulity and abſurd Doctrines of 


ſome of the ancient Fathers are ſufficiently demonſtrated from their 
oum Writings. 


The Notion of conſidering the Attributes of the Supreme Being as 
diſtinct Deities or Perſons, is of very antique ſtanding. It ſeems to 


have had its birth in the Poetic language of the Eaft : Thence Plato 


(it is ſaid) borrowed it; who ingrafted it into his Theology, and 
taught it literally. 


The following curious forgery diſcovers the indiſcreet zeal of ſome 


ancient Chriſtians for the doctrine of the Trinity, and from what au- 
thority they ſometimes ventured to derive it: 


Ipoary Yeo, &Cc, 
Firſt God, and then the Sonne, and next the Spirit, 


All coeternall, one in a& and merit. 


This is an anſwer declared to have been given by the God Seraprs, to 


Thules, a King of Egypt during the Trojan Wars! on his . 
© Who was molt bleſſed?“ 


Vid. Vives en St. Auſt. Civ. Dei. B. x. c. 4. 
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by the pleaſures of philoſophic ſpeculation, or 
ſeduced by the force of long cuſtom and Exam- 
ple, had left their heavenly Guide, and unhap- 
pily fallen back again, in ſome meaſure, into the 
ſtrong and prevailing tide of Polytheiſm. Thus, 
as the Grecians had erected the wi/dom of Jupiter 
into a Goddeſs; ſo they, ſeparating the Divine At- 
tributes from their Principal, reſolved the Wiſdom 
and Power of the Supreme Being“ into a diſtin? 
Deity; and then, by the ſubtileſt refinements, in 
vain endeavoured to preſerve the divine Unity, 
which Chriit and the Prophets had taught the 
World, and which the airy deluſions of a borrow- 
ed Philoſophy had clouded and confounded F. 


Thoſe who are at all acquainted with the writ- 
ings of the primitive Fathers, of whom we have 
been ſpeaking, will not think the foregoing opi- 
nion ill- founded. To any diſpaſſionate reader of 


* The koly Ghoſt is plainly called the Wiſdom, M:ght or Power of 
God. —Iſa. xi. 2. Luke xi. 49. xxiv. 49. 1 Cor. ii. 4 to 7. 
Eph. i. 17. This eaſily accounts for the putting the Holy Ghoſt 
ſometimes in Scripture for God himſelf. 


+ The opinion of the eternal Deity (as it is called) of our Saviour, 
ſcems to have ſprung from the ſame ſource. The following obſerva- 
ble confeffron will ſhew the laſting hold which ſpeculative dottrines, 
ſanQtioned by great names, will ſometimes have on the wiſeſt Men. 
It is taken from the Commentaries of a man of great piety and exce]- 
lent ſenſe, the learned John Ludovicus Vives, on St. Auyuſline's 
famous work de Civ. Dei. Note on C. 29. B. 10. We, ſays 
Vives, teach it out of Plato, that by the ward of God were all things 
made, and out of Plotiue that the Sonne of God is the Creator!“ 


their 


n 

their works, it muſt appear that ſeveral of thoſe 
learned Converts from Paganiſm, newly inliſted 
under the Banners of the Chriſtian Faith, ſeem 
to have willingly laid hold of any paſſage in the 
ſacred writings that might countenance, or in 
ſome ſort, indulge the remains of their affection 
for the Platonic Syſtem, which it is evident many 
of them were loth wholly to relinquiſh. Beſides 
their ſituation was particular. Surrounded by 
the unconverted Gentiles, they might flatter 
themſelves that ſome complying accommodation 
to the moſt refined of their old Principles, would 
render their new Profeſſion more palatable to thoſe 
Idolaters, and lead them more willingly into the 
paths of Chriſtianity. However this be, it ap- 
pears that ſeveral of the Fathers thought they had 
diſcovered room for ſome indulgence in their for- 
mer Philoſophic Speculations, even in the Goſpel 
itſelf : and therefore they did not ſcruple ſome- 
times to mold its Principles into a Form, which 
their deep-rooted prejudices, and the polytheiſtic 
malady of the Gentiles, inclined them in general 
to admire “. 


It 


* We are frequently referred to the ancient Fathers of the Church, 
in order to fix our preſent Faith and Mode of Worſhip. But what, 
in the name of Truth, have we to do now with the Opinions and 
Practice of the Fathers in tage reſpects ? ſince moſt of their Tenets 
and Writings are totally ſubverſive of Proteſtanti/m, and (notwith- 
ſtanding their acknowledged piety) charged with the moſt confuſed 
and abſurd Dottrines, without any foundation in the ſacred 
Writings, and calculated chiefly to fupport thole very Superſtitions 
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It is very obſervable that St. John, the moſt 
Sublime and Figurative writer of all the Evange- 
liſts, is (ſpeaking under correction) the only one 
of them who ſeems, in a few paſſages, directly to 
Perſonify the Holy Ghoſt: or to make it an 
Agent diſtin from God. But when all rea- 
ſonable allowances are made for his Exalted 
Style, he cannot, without great affectation, be 
ſuppoſed to contradict himſelf on ſo important a 
matter :—for his declarations that 4% Power is 
derived alone from God the Father, are perhaps, 
as explicit as any throughout the whole Bible. 
A remark lately made by a learned Writer *, will 
help us to judge of the oriental Idioms contained 
in the ſacred writings. He very juſtly reminds 
us that Wiſdom is made a Being in the viii. of 
Proverbs, and that Charity is directly Perſoniſied 
by St. Paul in 1 Cor. xiii. as is alſo the Wi/dom 
of God, Luke xi. 49 f. but no one can poſſibly 
underſtand ſuch language in a literal ſenſe ; un- 


which have ſeparated us from the Romiſh Church. Have we not, 
by the bleſſing of God, the Scriptures themſelves handed down to us? 
and is it really fill a queſtion, whether we are to make thoſe Holy 
Records the Rule and Meaſure of our Faith, or the Doftrines and 
Principles of the Roman Catholic Fathers Who, it is true, are of 
uſe “to learn us what was believed and praftiſed in their time, but 
„not what ought to be believed and practiſed.“ 


* Sce Mr. Lindley's Catechift, P. 104, 105. 

+ Another remarkable inſtance of this enlivened ſtyle of the Eaſt, 
(viz. the change of Things or Qualities into Perſons) may be ſeen in 
the ancient (Apocryphal) Book called the Wiſdom of Solomon. 
Chap. vi, vii, viii, ix, &c. c 


leſs 


5 


leſs, as the ſame Writer obſerves, it be from a 
predetermination to ſupport a favourite Hy- 
potheſis. 


We humbly apprehend that it is in the like 
Animated manner with the laſt mentioned in- 
ſtances, that St. John has Per/onified the Divine 
Aſſiſtance of God: for it appears highly injurious 
to ſuppoſe that this Apoſtle, who was himſelf a 
Jew, would ſuperinduce another God, in expreſs 
contradiftion to his own writings +, to the decla- 
rations of his Beloved Maſter, of Moſes, and all 
1 the Prophets. 


There is a paſſage of St. Paul, written in the 

1 ſame Elevated ſtyle, which, at firſt ſight, might 
lead to the prevailing Opinion, viz. the diftin& 

exiſtence of the Holy Ghoſt, It is in Rom. viii. 

1 6 26, 27. where he ſays, ihe Spirit alſo belpeth our 
| infirmities, And again. The Spirit itſelf maketh 
Interceſſion for us with groanings which cannot be 

uttered, Yet the whole tenour of this Chapter, 

if read with attention, will ſatisfy an impartial 

Mind, that the Holy Ghoſt is no other than the 

Spirit of God: and it is not difficult to perceive 

that the Apoſtle means here that, the Grace of 

God aideth us againſt our infirmities ;—and that 

His Mercy pleadeth ſtrongly for us. And indeed 

how often in Scripture is it ſaid, in compliance 


+ John xvii. 3. ; 
| — with 
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with our feelings, that the tender CompaſſiorFof 
God, intercedeth for his Creatures :—that His 
Mercy to our weakneſſes and infirmities is long- 
ſuffering and unſpeakable ;—that He ſees and 
laments our Perverſeneſs, until bis Spirit will no 
longer ſtrive with man? Accordingly we are 
cautioned not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God. 
St. Paul goes on to ſay that, tbe Spirit maketh 
Interceſſion for the Saints, according to the will of 
God. But who knoweth the Will of God but the 
Spirit of God; or God's Spirit? None. As the 
words of the ſame Apoſtle clearly imply. 1 Cor. ii. 
11. Where he compares Ihe intimate knowledge 
that a man's Spirit only can Me of himſelf, with 
the knowledge which God's Spirit alone can have 
of the things of God. Hence we may infer that 
St. Paul, neither in the above inſtances, nor in 
any other, ever means to diſtinguiſh poſitively the 
Holy Spirit from God himſelf. 


This Apoſtle who in Gal. iii. 20. aſſerts in 
direct terms that God 7s One, and diſtinguiſhes 
Him from the Mediator, (ſtill more plainly 
Ib. iv. 14.) could never intend to inculcate any 
Plurality in the Deity. But if Men will ſtill in- 
fiſt from ſuch figurative texts as have been pro- 
duced, or referred to, that by the Spirit is meant 
a diſtin Being; they cannot from thence think 
ro maintain its Equality with the Almighty, ſince, 
if we muſt take thoſe paſſages /iterally, It is there- 

an 


C. 381 
in made a ſubordinate Agent, an Advocate or 
Interceſſor. 


But it would be far more conſiſtent with the 
general ſtrain of the Scriptures, and infinitely 
more clear to the common apprehenſions of 
Mankind, to conſider the Holy Spirit as, in 
fact, implying the Deity himſelf, or his own ma- 
nifeſtations. And if it be true that Speculative 
Opinions add little or nothing to the general 
ſtock of real Knowledge, we ſhall reap but ſmall 
profit in continuing to Labour under the dark 
made of thoſe myſterious Theories, which have 
ſo long ſerved to bewilder and confound the Un- 
derſtandings of Men ; and which evidently appear 
to claſh with the firſt Great Principle of our Holy 
Records. It is true indeed, that ſuch perplexing 
Subtilties will never have much weight with 
thoſe who freely reflect upon them, and who are 
taught, by the endleſs Controverſies they have 
occaſioned, to believe that they have done more 
real and laſting Injury to the Chriſtian Religion, 
than its moſt inveterate Enemies have ever been 
able to accompliſh. Serious and thinking Men 
are perſuaded that, The holding any Being what- 
ſoever, in any poſſible ſenſe, to be Equal with the 
FaTHER, is, notwithſtanding any qualifications that 
may be offered, a dangerous, palpable, and direct At- 
rack upon His Supremacy : Who, the Bible proclaims 
to be the One God and Father of All; Lord of 
| | D 2 Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth, &c. And further. That the 
Doctrines contained in what is called the Creed 
of St. Athanaſius, have conveyed down to us, 
through a more ſubtile Medium, the very Poly- 
theiſm of the-Heathen“; and, of courſe, have 
helped (however unintentionally) to contaminate 
the Eſſence of true Religion, and to Leſſen, 
though they cannot deſtroy the Effects of that 
gracious and directive Light which was commu- 
nicated to Man at the Beginning, and uniformly 
ſtrengthened by every ſubſequent Diſpenſation. 


To return : It is evident, from the concurrent 
teſtimony of Scripture, that our bleſſed Redeemer 
himſelf, and his Apoſtles alſo, performed all their 
Miracles by the Extraordinary influence, and moſt 


* Tt is well known that this obſervation appears but too juſtly 
founded. The Platoniſts aſſerted a Trinity in the molt expreſs terms. 
% Porphyry (explaining Plato's Opinion, as Cyril ſaith againſt Julian) 
* puts Three eſſences in the Deity. 1. God Almighty. 2. The Crea- 
* tor [or the Son]. 3. The Soul of the World, [as he calls it] nor is 
« the Deity extended any further.” How little this differs from 
the preſent received Syſtem, the Reader will judge. The Pythago- 
reans and the Platoniſts appear to have been the firſt who taught the 
World to divide the Deity into parts. The Former it ſeems © had a 
« religious regard for the number Three, in which they alſo placed 
* all Perfethon.” (Yet this ſtrange Principle doth not appear to 
have belonged to Pythagoras kimſelf. See Chambers's Ociopæ. 4 Edit. 
under the article Pythagorcans.) | 


Vid. Vives Com. on St. Auguſlin's Civ. Dei. B. 10. N. on Chap. 
23.29. 


mighty 
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mighty aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit of God“; or, 
which is the ſame, by the Power of God himſelf 
acting with them; as it is plainly expreſſed in 


Luke v. 17. Where we find that while our Sa- 
viour, ſurrounded by the Phariſees and Doctors 
of the Law, was teaching them and the People, 
It is added; -und the Power of the Lord was pre- 


ſent to heal them f. But in the citations which 


follow, we ſee thoſe wonderful works aſcribed 
more immediately and direly to their Principal. 


Thus on the miraculous healing of the ſick of 
the palſy by Chriſt. Matt. ix. 8. When the multi- 
zude ſaw it, they marvelled, and glorified Gab, who 
had given ſuch power unto men. In conſequence 
of his raiſing the only Son of a Widow from the 
Dead, Luke vii. 16, There came a fear on al: and 
they glorified Gob, ſaying, That a great Prophet is 
riſen up among us: and that God hath viſited his 
people, i. e. viſited them by His Prophet; and by 
the ſignal Power which He communicated to that 
illuſtrious Repreſentative. Again. On the cure 
of a Child, by the ſame great and compaſſionate 
Delegate. Luke ix. 43. The People were all 


* Iſaiah xi. 2. Malt. iii. 16. St. John iii. 34. Ib. xi. 40 to 44. 
Ib. xiv. 10. Acts i. 8. Ibid. vin. 13. 18, 19, 20. Ibid. x. 38. Ib. xv. 
12. Rom. xv. 19. Heb. ii. 4. The diſtinQion is, that our Sa- 
viour himſelf was endued with theſe Gifts without meaſure, He being 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, (Luke ii. 40. iv. 1.) or the power of God dwel- 
ling more fully 1n him. 

See Adds iv. 29, 30. 
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amazed at the mighty power of God. And when 
the blind Man received his ſight near Jericho, be 
followed Jeſus, glorifying Gov. And all the people, 
when they ſaw it, gave praiſe unto Gop. Ib. xviii. 
43. This appears to have been the general ſenſe 
of all choſe who on the ſpot beheld theſe Miracles. 
Inſomuch that the multitude wondered when they ſaw 
the dumb to ſpeai, the maimed to be whole, the lame 
to walk, and the blind to ſee: and they glorified 
the Gob of Jſrael. Matt. xv. 31. 


The attributing theſe Miracles ultimately to 
the Almighty, was a conſtruction not confined to 
the Crouds that frequently ſurrounded our Lord 
merely from curioſity. St. Luke informs us 
xix. 37. that, on the remarkable Occaſion when 
our Saviour, followed by a vaſt concourſe of the 
People, made his Triumphant entry into Jeru- 
ſalem; it was then that his numerous Proſelytes 
united in giving an open and a glorious teſti- 
mony of their conviction from Whom all thoſe 
inſtances of Divine Power had proceeded. For, 
at the deſcent of the mount of Olives, on their ap- 
proach to the City, inſpirited by the Preſence of 
their Great Maſter; The whole multitude of the 

Diſciples began to rejoice and praiſe Gon with a 
loud voice for all the mighty works that they bad 
feen*, Now that they were not miſtaken in 
thus referring theſe mighty acts to the Deity, and 


See alſo Luke v. 25, 26. xiii. 13, 
not 


( 


not to any other Being; Chriſt himſelf, and the 
Apoſtles alſo, have fully confirmed. 


Go, ſaith our Saviour to the man of the coun- 
try of the Gadarenes, whom he had healed ; re- 
turn to thine own houſe, and ſhew how great things 
Gop hath done unto thee, Luke viii. 39. On a 
ſimilar occaſion, he marks with diſtinguiſhed ap- 
probation the piety, and grateful exultation of 
the Leper, who, for the mercy he had juſt re- 
ceived, with a loud voice glorified God: and then, 
with great humility, thanked the bleſſed Inſtru- 
ment of His goodneſs, Luke xvii, 11—19. 


We may obſerve that our Lord 1s folicitous 
and watchful to lead the Attention of his Diſ- 
ciples from theſe ſurpriſing Efes, up to the 
true Cauſe of them, At the ſight of the <wi- 
thered Fig-tree 1. Mark xi. 20, 21. St. Peter 
expreſſing his aſtoniſhment, our Redeemer takes 
the opportunity of exhorting his Diſciples to 
have confidence in that Almighty Being, by a 
firm faith in Mom they ſhould accompliſh things 
far more wonderful. —— Have feith, ſays he, in 
God. On that affecting occaſion, when he was 
about to raiſe his beloved Lazarus from the Grave, 


+ This Miracle was, very probably, done as a type, or emblem 
of the Curſe that ſhould befal the Jewiſh Nation for their obſtinate 
unbelief and Unfrutfulneſs. See Bp Law's Confiderations, N. P. 321. 
from whom this Idea is borrowed. The Bp. applics at, very proper- 
ly, to Luke xi, 
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John xi. he, in a ſhort but ſignificant Addreſs, 
openly offers up his acknowledgments to that 
Supreme Power which enabled him to call the 
Dead again into Life! and to confirm by that il- 
luſtrious teſtimony, the Truth of his Divine 
Embaſſage. Lifting up his eyes, he ſaith, Father, 
I thank thee that thou haſt beard me. And 1 knew 
that thou heart me always : but becauſe of the peo- 
ple which ſtand by I ſaid it, that they may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me. The whole relation of 
this benevolent Miracle 1s ſolemn, and pathetic 
in the higheſt degree: and the Thankſgiving pre- 
fetred to God at the moment before Lazarus was 
called forth, ſhev's che earneſt deſire our Saviour 
had of manifeſting, not his own glory, but the 
Glory of God. Ver. 40. Indeed, our Lord in his 
declarations that he could do nothing of himſelf, but 
that bis Father who dwelt in bim did the works ; 
ſufficiently evinced that he never thought of ar- 
rogating to himſelf the power of working theſe 
Miracles ; which he, on the contrary, Ry 
calls he works of God, John ix. 3, 4 


St. Peter immediately after that gracious effu- 
ſion of ſupernatural Powers from above, Acts! ii. 
takes occaſion to proclaim unto the aſtoniſhed 


Multitude, the Origin of them all f. Tris is that 


* See texts N., P. 42. 
+ See Note |, P. 65. 
Which 


„ 


which was ſpoken by the prophet Joel. (Joel ii. 28, 
29). And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, ſaith 
God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all fleſh : 
and your ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy.— 
And on my ſervants and on my handmaidens I will 
pour out in thoſe days of My Spirit; and they ſhall 
propheſy. Again ver. 22. Ye men of Iſrael, hear 
theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God among you by miracles and wonders and 
_ figns, which God did by him in the midſt of you, as 
ye yourſelves alſo know, To the ſame purpoſe are 
the following declarations. Act xv. 12. Then 
all the multitude kept filence, and gave audience to 
Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and 
wonders GoD had wrought among the Gentiles by 

them. Again. Ib. xix. 11. And Gop wrought 
ſpecial Miracles by the hands of Paul. 


Whar ſufficient authority, therefore, from the 
facred Writings, or from reaſon, there is to diſtin- 
guiſh the Holy Ghoſt into a third Perſen, we can- 
not find or comprehend * : ſurely by this diſtinction 
we do not heighten our conceptions of the glory, 


bene- 


* The 19th verſe of Matt. xxviii. containing the form of Bap. 
tiſm ; and the concluding ver. of 2 Cor. xiii, have been ſo well explain- 
ed by Mr. Lindſey, that we beg leave to refer the Reader to his Apo- 
logy, p. 103. 115. 144. &c. 

It appears that the following remarkable paſſage in the New 
Teſtament, (viz. 1 St. John, v. 7.). © For there are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt e and theſe 


three 
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benevolence, or power of the Almighty himſelf, 
but rather, moſt ungratefully, would transfer them 
in part to anouber f. 


So far were our Lord and his immediate diſci- 
ples from giving birth to a doctrine ſo injurious 
and complex, that they ſeem to have taken pains 
to ſhew us that there is no foundation for ſuch a 
perſonal diſtinction, (as the Reader muſt have ob- 
ſerved in the texts already cited or referred to.) 
They uniformly teach us that a// Power proceed- 
eth from God alone“: and our Redeemer teſti- 


three are one,” is Spurious, in the opinions of Sir Iſaac Newton, Dr, 
Clarke, Dr. Jortin, and ſeveral others; not being the writing of the 
apoſtle St. John. The words which follow in the 8th verſe, it is 
aſſerted are alone genuine, and ſtood originally thus; For“ there are 
three that bear record, the ſpirit, the water, and the blood and theſe 
three agree in one.” Alluding to the miracles, the baptiſm, and death 
of our Saviour, to witneſs or confirm the Truth of his Divine Miſ- 
fion and Doctrines. As to the Firſt paſſage above, it was interpolated, 
feveral Centuries after the times of the Apoliles, according to the 
above Authors; and, indeed, the reaſons which ſpme of them give 
amount to a demonſtration.— See Lindſey s Apology, p. 99. 

Since the firſt publication of this tract, an ancient Greek manu- 
ſcript of the New Teſtament, now in the Univerſity Library at Cam- 
bridge, has been purpofely examined, —in which the firſt paſſage above, 
viz. the 7th of 1ſt St. John, chap. v. is not to be found. 

+ To what is called a Third Perſon. Yet it certainly is not un- 
gratefully meant; it is the love of God miſplaced, : 

* My Father is greater than all. John x. 29. I can of mine own 
felf do nothing. Ib. v. go. The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth 
the works. 1b. xiv. 10. (Here, it is very obſervable, our Saviour 
plainly conſiders the Father and the Holy Ghoſt as the ſame.) Now they 
have known that all things whatſoever thou laſi Given me are of thee. Ib. 
xvii. 7. For there is no power but of God, Rom. xiii, 1,—Sce alſo 


John v. 44. : 
fies 
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fies that, by the Holy Ghoſt is ſignified, not Power 
only, but alſo, that Divine Light, the promiſe of 
God f, which guideth us into all Truth, and 
which our heavenly FATHER giveth to them that aſk 
bim in fincerity 8. 


e What know ye not, faith St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, that your body is the temple of the 
holy Ghoſt which is in you, which ye have of Gop, 
and ye are not your own ?”—1 Cor. vi. 19. 


In the 111d chap. 2 Cor. the Apoſtle intending to 
point out the more free and glorious diſpenſation 
of the new Covenant, when compared with that 
of the Law under Moſes ; declares the Goſpel to 
be given by the Spirit of the living God : that this 
Spirit is the giver of [eternal] life, through Chriſt : 
and then, cautious leſt he ſhould be miſconceived, 
ſays expreſsly afterwards, Now THE Log 1s 
THAT SPIRIT, ver. 17. How perfectly doth this 
revelation harmonize with that other explanatory 
paſſage of the ſame Apoſtle; To wit, that Goo 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto bimſelf !— 
See 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 


Still we want not further confirmations of this 
important Truth. The enlightened Writer in 
1 Cor. xiv. 18, and alſo in his 2d Epiſtle to Ti- 


} Luke xxiv. 49. Luke xi. 13, 
mothy 


1 

mothy iii. 16. declares again, (thank God in 
words which cannot juſtly admit of doubt) who is 
ultimately meant by the holy Ghoſt :—utder Whoſe 
ſacred influence and direction, he, and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, had been Acting and Mriting; and 
to Vbom their gratitude was due; in the tollow- 
ing clear and remarkable expreſſions, In the 
firſt paſſage, after treating of Spiritual gifts he 
fays, I thank My Gop, 1 ſpeak with tongues more 
than ye all. In the ſecond, he aſſerts that, Al. 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of Gop, Who, it 
js declared in another place, did diſtribute all 
thoſe wonderful endowments, and ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings, according to bis OwN Will —Heb. ii. 4*. 


Thus, we humbly conceive, it appears demon- 
ſtratively from the ſacred teſtimonies adduced, 
that the gifts or powers, called the gifts of the 
holy Ghoſt, are the Spiritual Diſpenſations of 
God himſelf, from whom they all originally flowed, 
and not from any other Beiny whatſoever. If 
therefore we conſider theſe ſupernatural Endow- 
ments abſtractedly from the Deity ; we muſt then, 
in order to preſerve the conſiſtency of the Scrip- 
tures, and a rational Faith, reſolve them 1nto the 
effects of a Power Divine, or Celeſtial Virtue}, 
exerted in different modes and degrees, and im- 
parted to different Agents, but ſtill iſſuing pri- 
marily from One and the Same Great Fountain of 


* Sce alſo 1 Cor. xii. 11.28. 1 Luke viii. 46. | 
| All 
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All Blefſings.—Our heavenly Teacher and his 
Diſciples, were well aware that the true Unity of 
the Deity could be preſerved by no other Doc- 
trine “. 


Do not err, therefore, my beloved Brethren. Every 
good gift and Every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the FarHER of lights f, who, as 
St. Paul comprehenſively expreſſes himſelf, is above 
all, and through all, and in you all, Amen, 


* Therefore the Evangeliſt, and the Apoſtles, have been careful 
to repeat to us that, He who anointed Jeſus and themſelves, with the 


holy Ghoſt and with power, ic God. —Atts iv. 27. x. 38. 2 Cor. i. 
21. 2 Peter i. 17. 


+ St. James i. 16, 17. Theſe words of St. James appear to be 
ſufficiently deciſive, and to confirm the Principles contained above: 
ſince it is plain that, if every good and every perfect gift cometh from 
the FATHER ; no good or perfect gift whatſoever, can originate from 


any other Being. To Whom therefore, are our higheſt Praiſe and Gras 
titude due ? 


OF OUR 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: 


Behold, my Servant, whom I have choſen ; my be- 
loved, in whom my Soul is well pleaſed + I will 


pat my Spirit upon him; and he fhall fhew 
Judgement to the Gentiles. —Matt. xii. 18. 


And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
| the OxLy true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
baft ſent, —John xvii. 3. 


HE Unity of the Moſt High God, is a 

TRvTH which, by his watchful Providence, 
has been preſerved, in many, from the days of 
Adam, through all the dark and complicated 
ſyſtems of Religion, unto this clouded hour: it 
never has been totally loſt ſight of, nor ever will 
be. Its permanent duration is, alone, a pre- 
ſumptive proof that it is a Truth, 


He who brought life and immortality to light, it 
appears above, was ſent by the Supreme Being 
to confirm to us this great and moſt effential Ar- 
ticle, as it was before taught by the Prophets in 
the Old Teſtament * ; and to inſtil into mankind 


* Sec Matt. v. 17. Rom. xv. 8, 


the 


(a) 


the pureſt Religious Principles, the moſt bene- 
volent Ethics, that ever were promulgated on 
Earth.—In his own perſon he exemplified a per- 
fect and immoveable adherence to them, and 
calmly reſigned his ſacred Life as a ſolemn Teſti- 
mony of their truth and efficacy . From the 
dignity of his Miſſion, the force of his Doctrines, 
his unexampled Innocency, and the Power with 


* In what ſenſe this great Event may be ſaid to be a Propitiatory, or 
an atoning Sacrifice, (when we conſider the tender Mercy, and Placa- 
bility of our heavenly Father, whole divine Juſtice is ever pacified by 
repentance and amendment, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Ifa. xliſi 25. Iv. 7* 
PC. Ixxxvi. 15.) we are unable to determine“: what follows, hows 
ever, ſeems clear, It is declared in Scripture that he died for our 
Sins, — that his blood was ſhed for our Redemption an important Truth; 
for had not the human race been buried in Sin and Ignorance, he had 
never been ſent on Earth; his afflictive Death, which he foreknew 
and foretold, was the conſequence of his appearance in this World, — 
the Seal of his Miſſion: he became therefore, moſt truly, a Sacrifice 
for, or becauſe of, the ſins and corruptions of Mankind. Adds iii. 26. 
Tit. ii. 14. 1 John iii. 5. 8. Thus (even in this ſenſe) . gave he 
his life a Ranſom for Many ;” and through him, viz. (conditionally) 
by the faithful obſervance of his Doctrines, and by his Mediation, we are, 
indeed, reconciled unto God, and have a way opened to eternal life. 
The notion which ſome have adopted, that the ſhedding of his precious 
Blood (a fact which ſtrongly illuſtrated his humble Obedience to the 
Will of God, and his exceſſive love of Mankind,) was alone @ com- 
plete and ſufficient ſatigfaction for the Sins of All; muſt ſurely be er- 

roneous; ſince, in that cafe, there would have been no need of his 
Intercgſton afterwards ; neither ſhould we have been told“ to work out 
our oun Salvation with fear and trembling.” 


* See Biſhop Law's excellent Conſiderations on the Theory of Religion, 
Note #, Page 281. 5th Edit. 


which 
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which he was inveſted *, he is called in Scripture 
the Son of God f. His Precepts are clear, ſolid, 
and comprehenſive ; inſtructing us, as the. firſt 
and great Principles, on the firm baſis of which 
every Religious and moral Perfection is raiſed, 
« to love the Lord our God, with all our heart, 
« with all our ſoul, and with all our Mind; to 
« Worſhip him alone, in Spirit and in Truth :“ 
and, to do unto all Men as we would they — 
*© do unto ourſelves.” 


Accordingly, ever attentive to the great Author 
of his miſſion, in the eſpecial Prayer that he com- 
poſed for his Diſciples, he teaches them to addreſs- 
themſelves to God only : Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy Name, &c. Now were 
there the leaſt neceſſity to Pray zo any other Being 
whatſoever, or to adore any other, he certainly 
would not have miſled his diſciples and the world, 
by neglecting, on that important occaſion, to in- 
ſert in his form of Prayer what would ever be ab- 


* See Matt. ix. 6. 8. 35. Luke x. 22. John iii. 2. 33. Ib. 
v. 27. 36. Ib. xvii. 2, &c. And that he (who is to be our future 
deputed Judge) retains great power and authority in the Chriſtian 
World, for the welfare of the Church, of which he 7s the High Prieſt | 
and the Head, is explicitly revealed in Scripture. 


+ A cation further juſtified by his ſupernatural Conception. 
t See Matt. iv. 10. Ibid. vi. 6. Mark xn. go. John iv. 23, 24. 
See alſo Rev. xiv. 6, 7. Ib. xix. 10. But his own Example is 


abundantly ſufficient. See Matt. xi. 25. Luke v. 16. Ib. vi. 13. 
Ib. xxii. 41, 42, &c. 


ſolutely 


( 


ſolutely neceſſary to true Religion, and conducive 
to the happineſs of his followers. This ſingle ar- 
gument for the Unity, appears ſo deciſive, that, 
ſurely, any contrary opinion, muſt maintain its 
ground, merely from our peruſing the ſacred 
writings with inattention or prejudice. We are 
indeed taught in many places of Scripture, to 
pray to the Deity in our Savigur' Name, (after 
his departure hence) as our great High Prieſt, 
Mediator and Guide, © the Chriſt of God; bur, 
we humbly conceive, not r him“, who himſelf 
always Prayed, and gave thanks to the Almighty, 
and thereby plainly diſtinguiſhed himſelf from the 
great and glorious God of All! 


When our Redeemer was expiring on the Croſs, 
he ſends forth this emphatical Exclamation ! 
« My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 


* There are a very few paſſages which appear to ſome to favour 
Prayer or Petition to Chriſt : but we (who, however, do not pre- 
ſume to decide for others) are cautious of yielding to any ſingular 
or obſcure text, an equal weight with the many clear Rules of the 
Goſpels and Epiſtles on this point ; as the opinion juſt mentioned, 
doth not conſiſt with thoſe general Precepts and Examples, nor 
with the poſitive directions of our Saviour himſelf. See Matt. vi. 6. 9. 
John xvi. 23, 24. and texts Note “. Page 67. 


Whenever we are at a loſs to form our judgment on this, or any 
other controverted article of importance, there ſeems to be left to 
us no Rule more ſatisfaftory and juſtifiable, than that of being deter- 
mined (as has been before obſerved, Introduc. N. f. P. 4.) by the 
moſt evidence, and the cleareſt we can find in the Scriptures. 


E. and 


3 
and again he ſaith, even after his glorious Reſurrec- | 
tion F, St. John xx. 17. TI aſcend unto my Father 1 
and your Father, and to my Gop and your God. 
Theſe plain and remarkable Expreſſions of our 
Saviour's, which fully acknowledge the ſupe- 
riority of the Deity, and his dependence upon 
him ; one ſhould think ſufficient to Impreſs for 
ever their very great difference. In St. John xiv. 
28. he directly ſays, my Father is GREATER 
than I. In order to reconcile this pointed aſ- 
ſertion to the doctrine of the Trinity, we are ſome- 
times told, that Chriſt only meant to ſay here, 
that his Father was greater than himſelf as to his 
human Nature, and not with reſpe to his Divine. 
But how is it poſſible to think that Chriſt, either 
here or any where elſe, ever meant to compare 
his mortal Nature with the moſt perfect and in- 
effable Eſſence of Almighty God? If he meant 
any compariſon, it muſt ſurely have been between 
his Spiritual or heavenly Nature *, and that of his 
Father's, ſince that only could bear any ſort of 


+ That he was raiſed from the Dead and Clorified by the Power of 
God, ſee Adds ii. 32. Ib. iii. 13. 13. Ib. v. 30, 31. Ib. x. 40. 
Ib. xiii. o. Rom, viii. 11. Ib. x. 9. 1 Cor. vi. 14. 2 Cor. xiii. 4. 
Gal. i. 1. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Peter i. 21, &c. In 
St. John x. 18. Chriſt ſays—I have porber to lay it (his life) down, 
and have power to take it again. Howlſoever this paſſage is to be 
underſtood, our Saviour ſufficiently declares his Dependence by ſay- 
ing directly; This Commandment have I received of my Father. But 
ſee the texts referred to in this Note, which are all clear and expreſs, 


* The moſt exalted part of his Nature, 
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ſimilitude. In the Verſe above, therefore, our 
Saviour clearly profeſſes his ſubordination, and 
again, in Mark xili. 32. he declares his Know- 
ledge (by which he certainly could not refer to 
his mortal part) inferior to his Father's f. 

Humbly bowing before the Throne of that 
SUPREME PowER 7o whom all things are poſſible, 
we ſhall not enter on any Argument for, or 
againſt the Pre-exiſtence of this Perfect Example 
of righteouſneſs and humility : but in ſupport of 
the Great Cauſe which is herein maintained, we 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew further from the ſame 
Records which have been our guide, the impoſſi- 
bility of his being Equal with Gop : profeſſing 
at the ſame time with great ſincerity, that zea- 
lous love and reverence for our Redeemer which 
are due to him from every grateful and feeling 
heart. | 

Without, therefore, pretending to diſpute the 
Pre-exiſtence of Chriſt ; we ſhall obſerve that, 
Whatever may have been his nature and dignity 
before his appearance on Earth; The Opinion of a 
Divine Nature Proper to him, and Equal, as it is 
commonly aſſerted, to the Deich 's, is evidently in- 
conſiſtent with the Hiſtory of the Goſpel :—be- 


+ Sec Matt. xxiv. 36. Acts i. 7, He, (may his name be for 
ever honoured) who in unparalleled humility, refuſed even the ap- 
pellation of Good, could never mean to equal himſelf with the One 
great Source of All Goodneſs, as he declares God to be. Matt. xix. 
17. Luke xvill. 19. 


E 2 cauſe 
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cauſe he frequently declares in plain words that he 
derived all his Powers from God“, and moreover 
that his Father is Greater than all. John x. 29. Theſe 
truths we ſhall find Exemplified, if we pay atten- 
tion to the circumſtances of that intereſting Event 
which cloſed his Miſſion. For, had he been poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch a Divine Nature, Inherent in him- 
ſelf; it will be granted by all, that, as it muſt 
have been abſolutely Inſeparable from him, ſo it 
would have been ſufficient to have ſupported his 
Human Nature on all occaſions whatſoever, as 
effectually as any Aid from another Power. He 
would not, therefore, have needed to be ftrengrth- 
ened by an Angel, on a ſolemn occaſion. Luke xxii. 
43- and he certainly might have avoided the 
cruel Death, which he knew his Enemies were 
on the point of preparing for him, without any 
applications to God. Where would have been the 
Neceſſity or Propriety of Praying for help or re- 
lief which he did not really want? If it ſhould 

be pretended (notwithſtanding the ſuppoſition 

has no countenance in the text) that * Chriſt 

muſt be underſtood here, to have only Prayed 
that he might be allowed to make uſe of the 

Power he had in himſelf to avoid his Enemies ;” 

we anſwer, that a ſtronger circumſtance cannot 
be produced to ſhew his Dependence on the Deity. 
Our Saviour was deeply affected by the approach 


* John vi. 57. xvii. 2. 22, See texts N. “. P. 42. 


of 


6 


of his Crucifixion, of which he had a quick ſen- 
ſibility; and if his Character, mild and humane 
as it is faithfully drawn, be properly conſidered, 
we can be but little ſurpriſed at this: his benign 
and tender Spirit, though conſcious of its glori- 
ous Victory over Death and the Grave, might yet 


be violently ſhaken by his reflections on that aw- 


ful Scene, thoſe piercing Sorrows, which he was 
Juſt going to manifeſt to the World. So inex- 
preſſibly ſevere were theſe (which he foreknew) 
that he ſeems, at one time, to have been anxiouſly 
deſirous of eſcaping them, had it been conſonant 
to the Will of the Supreme Being, to which he 
patiently reſigned. Luke xxii. 41. to 45. Mark xiv. 
34. to 42. 

But when he was traiterouſly apprehended,.— 
far from referring on that preſſing occaſion to any 
Divine Powers of his «wn, by which he might 
eaſily have diſappointed the mercileſs Jews, and at 
once haveoverwhelmed them and the Romans with 
confuſion and deſtruction :—he ſays, with great 
calmneſs and ſimplicity to Peter, who had ſtruck 
the ſervant of the high Prieſt, Put up again thy 
ſword into its place. Thinkeſt thou that I cannot 
now Pray to my Father, and he ſhall preſently give 
me more than twelve legions of Angels ? Matt. xxvi. 
52, 53- But, forever bleſſed be his Memory, un- 
willing to diſappoint the great End of his Miſſion, 
he fulfils the Prophecies *; Ibid. 54. ſub- 

* Luke xxiv. 25, 26. 
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mits with dignified Serenity to the ſharpeſt ſtings 
of Ingratitude, Cruelty, and Ignorance, and 
meets Death itſelf, as an illuſtrious Example of 
the moſt perfect Obedience “. 
And ſurely the Value of this Obedience is 
greatly enhanced, by the very circumſtance of 
his really experiencing the tendereſt feelings of 
Humanity. For had his pure and righteous 
Spirit been then ſupported by any other helps 
than thoſe of conſcious Innocence and Inte- 
grity ;—had he felt himſelf poſſeſſed of a Power 
Divine and underived, a Super-Angelic Nature 
Tnſeparable from him, and which, in truth, muſt 
have raiſed him far above the fears and ſorrowful 
Senſations of Human Nature, —in that caſe, half 
the Merit of his Afflictions would have been loſt, 
and all his Agony little more than an outward 
Appearance. His patient Sufferings would have 
been no Pattern for Us, had he been upheld ar 
that trying period, by ſuch a Conſcious, Unborrow- 
ed, and Infinite Superiority. But our Redeemer 
appears to have endured the whole Weight of his 
Calamities, —his pathetic Exclamation on the 
Croſs, ſhews us that he miſſed the All-Powerful 
Aſſiſtance of his Father, at that moment when he 
was !o be made Perfect through Sufferings. Heb. ii. 10. 

Deeply affected as we muſt, and ever ought to 
be, at the remembrance of thoſe unſpeakable 


_ Sufferings, and warmed with ardent Love for 


% Tfaiah lin. throughout, 


that 


* 
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that good Shepherd who laid down his Life for Us; 
ſtill it may be proper to remind ourſelves often 
that the glory of our Salvation even, is ultimately 
due to God; for had not his tender mercies to his 
creatures prevailed, Jeſus Chriſt had never been 


ſent on Earth. It was the divine Will of the A- 


mighty that he ſhould appear to inſtruct and ſave 
ſinful Men * ; That in the ages to come he might 
Pero the.exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs 
towards us through Chriſt Jeſus: Epheſ. ii. 7. 
Who was ſent to deliver us from the Power of dark- 


neſs, that we might /erve the living and true Cod; 


and to make us meet to be partakers of the inberi- 
tance of the Saints in light. (St. Paul.) Yet, be- 
yond all doubt, the moſt unſhaken reverence, united 
with fervent Love and Gratitude to this GREAT 
and ready Meſſenger, ſhould be ever preſerved ; 
and a firm Faith in him F and his heavenly Doc- 
trines ; which, with a ſteady practice of them, is 
all he has deſired or commanded, 


There are, nevertheleſs, ſome few paſſages in 
Scripture (which we ſhall not avoid) that /eem to 
declare our Saviour and the Almighty God, One: 
as the following, which, becauſe they appear the 
moſt expreſs, we have thought proper to ſelect. 
John x. 30. 1 and my Father are One,” But it 


* ſoln iii. 16, 17. iv. 34. vi. 38. viii. 42. xvi.5. Rom. v. 8. 
viii. 32, 1 John iv. 10, &c. 

+ Ut Legatus Veritatis. See St. John v. 24. vili. 28. xi. 44. 
49, 99+ 
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is plain from the context, that Chriſt meant not 
even here to confound his Perſon with that of 
his Father's, for, a few lines aſter he ſays he is 
ce the Son of God.” His meaning, therefore, 
will be more clearly diſcovered by inſerting part 
of his affecting Prayer, in the 17th Chapter of 
the ſame Apoſtle ; which is as follows: 


Ver. 20. Neither proy I for theſe alone, but 


for them alſo which ſhall believe on me through their 
word. 


That they, ALL may be One ; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be One in 


us: that the world may believe that thou haſt ſent 
me. | 


And the glory which thou gaveſt me, I have 


given them ; that they may be One, even as we are 
* 


J in them, and thou in me, that They may be 
made perfect in One, &c. 


Now this Unity of the Diſciples, their Con- 
verts, our Saviour, and the Supreme Being, is 
evideatly figurative, and muſt mean no more than 
an union, or Harmony, in the Spiritual perfec- 
tions of Love, Beneficence, and univerſal Charity : 
for if we inſiſt on the /iteral conſtruction of the 
words, we ſhall confound all our ideas, and in- 
yolve the Scriptures and ourſelves in the groſſeſt 
contradictions. | 


The 


(16 


The like Figures of Speech, more or leſs height - 
ened, are ofttimes uſed to expreſs that intimate 


connexion which neceſſarily ſubſiſted between 


God and © him whom be ſent :“ but a little calm 
attention will enable us to diſcover their true 
ſignification, and reconcile them to the Great Prin- 
ciple * that enlightens the ſacred Page through-. 
out, which conſtitutes its everlaſting ſupport, , 


and which the moſt elevated language therein was 
never deſigned to violate. For example, When 


our Saviour ſays, John xiv. 11. Believe me that I 


am in the Father, and the Father in me: or elſe be- 


lieve me for the very works ſake, it is hardly ne- 
ceſſary to recur to a metaphorical ſenſe to under- 
ſtand him. The words plainly allude to that ne- 


ceſſary and ſpecial intercourſe mentioned above; 


whence flowed all thoſe Divine Inſtructions of 
our Lord, and whence all thoſe wonderful works 


aroſe which he refers to, as ſenſible evidences of 
his communication with God, 


Jam in the Father.—intimating, I am in concord 
with the Father, that is, acting in perfect agree- 
ment to his Divine Will and Counſels. This 
conſtruction is juſtified by the words of Chriſt 
himſelf. John viii. 28, 29. IT do nothing of my- 
elf; but as my Father hath taught me, I ſpeak 
theſe things. And be that ſent me is with me: 


Deut. vi. 4. Mark x11, 29, Eph. iv. 6, &c. 


the 
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the Father hath not left me alone; for 1 do always 
thoſe things that pleaſe him. 


And the Father in me.—this expreſſion may be 
taken literally, for, in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily, Col. ii. 9. or, it pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. Col. i. 
19. That 1s, it pleaſed the Almighty, that his 
wiſdom, power and benevolence, ſhould ſhine 
conſpicuouſly and fully in Chriſt his ſacred Meſ- 
ſenger : who, faithful (Heb. iii. 2.) to him that 
appointed him, declares accordingly, the Father 
that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works; John xiv. 
10. and again, My dofrine is not mine, but his 
that ſent me. John vii. 16. For 1 have not 
ſpoken of myſelf, but the Father which ſent me, be 


gave me a Commandment, what I ſhould ſay and 


what 1 ſhould ſpeak . In conſequence of which 
he very naturally ſays in another place, Ye believe 
in God, believe alſo in me f. 

It may be juſt noticed here that, although this 
ſuperior and ſpecial Intercourſe of our Saviour 


with the Supreme Being, 1s generally —_— 


and acknowledged; yet, St. John ventured 


ſpeak of theſe divine communications, as afford. | 


* John xit. 49. Hence ſome have been induced to call him, by 
a very eaſy figure, the Word of God, becauſe God ſpoke through, or 
by him: but this conſtruftion, ſeems to have been groſsly miſunder- 


flood. 


+ John xiv. 1. Explained Ib. xii. 44. He that believeth on me, 
believeth not on me, but on Him that ſent me. 
| ed 
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ed to himfelf and other true Chriſtians, in much 
the ſame familiar terms. Hereby know we that we 
dwell in him, (in God) and be in us, becauſe be 
hath given us of his Spirit. 1 John iv. 13. It 
may not be impertinent to obſerve again thar, St. 
John plainly here calls the Holy Ghoſt God's Spi- 
rit: which Spirit or holy influence being graci- 
ouſly effuſed amongſt the faithful Diſciples of 
Chriſt ; the Apoſtle, in this Epiſtle, beautifully 
diſtinguiſhes its effects, by declaring that it fill- 
eth all who truly poſſeſs it, with the pureſt Bene- 
volence and Brotherly Love. 


It would be mere repetition to dwell on the 
above, and the like texts, ſome of which have 
been produced to favour the Athanaſian hypothe- 
ſis, ſince they have been ſo often and ſo clearly 
explained, and ſhewn to countenance no ſuch 
Doctrine. And indeed how is it poſſible they 
ſhould ? how can we reaſonably or conſcientiouſly 
believe, that our great Maſter ſhould overthrow, 
by his own diſcourſes, the very int Principles he 
declares he was expreſsly ſent to confirm or incul- 
cate ? namely, the belief of Ont God, and his mer- 
ciful Salvation of mankind by his Meſſiabꝰ. 


* «© It ſtands upon record in his goſpel, as the ſum thereof, that he 
„taught the worſhip of the Lord God (of heaven and earth) and of him 


wh only ; and that to know him the only true God, and Jeſus Ci whom 
* he ſent, was eternal life,” 


Biſhop Chandler's Defence of Chriſtianity from the Prophecies, 
3 Ed. Page 301. 
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Clear as theſe articles of our faith appear, the 
opinions which have been entertained of the 
Perſon of our Redeemer, are, unhappily, as va- 
rious and inconſiſtent as upon any ſubject what- 
ſoever: ſome perſiſting to affirm at he muſt be 
Almighty God himſelf * ; which utterly. “ deſtroys 
«© his Office and Character of Mediator,” and 
flatly contradicts his own expreſs declarations f: 

| | whilſt 


* Is not the diſtinction plainly enough drawn, by telling us that Cod 
was with kim? John'ni. 2. vin. 29. Acts x. 38. It may be very 
properly ſaid, that God was pleaſed to dwell in an eſpecial manner, or 
(as ſome expreſs it) to tabernacle in Chriſt, as His Conſecrated Inſtru- 
ment j but then it follows that Chriſt himſelf could not be God. See 
Heb. i. 1, 2. . 

St. Paul informs us that our Redeemer ** paſſed into the Heavens, 
« where he remains at the right hand of God our conſtant Mediator 
% and Intercefſor.” Rom. viii. 34. Heb. iv. 14. ix. 15. 24, &c. 
Moreover, he is called the Apoſtle and High Prizft of our Profeſſion. 
Heb. 1m. 1. x. 21. and in Luke xiii. 33. he ſtyles himſelf a Prophet, 
Titles all incompatible with his being God. As are likewiſe his fol- 
lowing denominations ; The firft-born of every Creature. Col. i. 15. 
The beginning of the Creation of God. Rev. iii. 14. 

It may be requiſite to obſerve, that, although we do not ſuppoſe 
the MEDIATION of Chriſt can render the Supreme Being more Pla- 
cable, or more Merciful to his Creatures than He ever was, and ever 
will be; yet, fince it is a Mears that He has been pleaſed to Ordain, 
doubtleſs for moſt gracious ends; it becomes our Duty and our Inte- 
reſt, as Diſciples of Chriſt, to acquieſce with humility in this Diſpenſa- 
tion, and to be earneſtly deſirous of its Benefits whatever they may be *. 

Part of his Mediatorial Office ſeems to conſiſt in the ſolemn Offering ot 
the Prayers of his Diſciples (preferred in his Name) To Gor. See Rev. viii. 
35 4- with Prideaux's explanation of this text, referred to, Note“ next Page. 


+ See Matt. xi. 25, 26. St. John v. 31, 32. 36, 37. The con- 
tradictions and abſurcitics which follow on the above Opinion, (that 
Chriſt is Cod) have becu often pointed out. It is making him at 

| the 
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whilſt many have lowered him to the other ex- 
treme, maintaining him to have been only a great 
and virtuous Man f. We ſhall not preſume to 
reconcile Opinions ſo widely different; but muſt 
here confeſs our ſurpriſe, that although it is aſ- 
ſerted in Scripture, and appears from Analogy 
conſonant to Reaſon, that there are progreſſive 
claſſes of Celeſtial Beings, excelling each other 
in degrees of Dignity, Power and Knowledge, 
inconceivable by us ;—yet we find many Men are 
not contented that the bleſſed Perſon above ſhould 
be only the Son of God ; (as he is denominated in 
Scripture) next in Glory and Power to the Al- 
mighty himſelf ; elevated for his perfect Obedience, 
above the moſt exalted Hierarchies ! Phil. ii. 8, 9. 
— T hou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and bated iniquity: 
therefore God, even thy God, hath annointed thee 
with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy fellows. Heb. 
1. 9 *,--but, diſſatisfied with his Greatneſs in this 

5 un- 
the ſame time the Principal and the M-ſenger ;—Sent by God (as he 
frequently declares) and yet God himſe!f; it ſuppoſes him to Pray to 
himſelf, to call upon himſelf for Aid, &c. See St. John Chap. xvii. 
throughout, Heb. v. 9, 8, &c. 


+ A mere man is here intended; one not endued with any ſuperna- 


tural Powers. Thus many held Chriſt to have been only a great and 


wiſe Philoſopher ; acknowledging the ſingular beauty and ſtrength of 
his doctrines, but (preſumptuouſiy) diſcreditiug all Miracles whatſc- 
ever, ſuppoſing them utterly inconſiſtent and impoſſible. 

Without diminiſhing our juſt Ideas of his glorious Exaltation, 
we may conceive the diſtance between him and the MOST HIGH 


may be ſl] Immenſe. The words quoted above, lead us forcibly to 
this concluſion. | 


There 
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unſpeakable Exaltation, they muſt either believe 
him to have been even the Supreme and All Glo- 
rious God of the Univerſe, (made a Sacrifice *, 
for the moſt corrupt and inſignificant of his in- 


tellectual Creatures!) or give up all confidence 
in his Power, or faith in his Doctrines. 


It is much to be feared that ſuch tenets, to ſay 
nothing worſe of them, expoſe our extreme va- 
nity and Preſumption, rather than demonſtrate 
our attachment to found Religion, or our atten- 


There are doubtleſs many, who from ſome expreſſions in the Goſ- 
pels, think themſelves ſupported in their Belief of the Pre- exiſtence of 
Chriſt : but while they (it may be juſtly) believe his Pre-exiſtence, 
and contemplate with joy his bleſſed Exaltation, it by no means fol- 
lows that they would place him on an Equality with the Divine Being, 
— with his God and our God ſuch a concluſion would ever appear 
unwarrantable and irrational. Neither ſurely can they with ſufficient 
ſafety make him (as is done) an equal Object of Religious Adoration ; 
fince their ſacred Records teach them, and he their Great Maſter 
(whoſe Example we are directed to follow) hath fhewed them, that 
Divine Worſhip is the diſtinguſhing and peculiar Honour, due from A!! 
to the Supreme Being. 

From ſome Paſſages in Scripture, ſeveral worthy and learned Men 
ſeem to have thought him to be the Great Archangel Michael incar- 
nate, See Exod. xxin. 20 and following ver. Dan. x. 21. Ib. xii. 1. 
Acts xxvii. 2g. Gal. iv. 14. 1 Thefl. iv. 16. See allo Prideaux's Connex. 
Edit. 8. vol. 1. page 38g, who calls him the Angel of the Covenant. And 
Biſhop Law's Conſiderations, 5th Edition, Note +, Page 83. Not- 
withſtanding, (as thofe excellent Perſons would undoubtedly agree,) 
it ſeems more ſausfattory (even if their conjetture ſhould be true) to 

adhere to the Goſpel definition, which ſtyles him the only begotten Son 
of God; a glorious and pointed Title, ſufficiently diſtinguiſhing him 
from all other Beings. 


* Himſelf a Sacrifice to appeaſe Himſelf! IN 
tion 


6 
tion to the voice of that Reaſon with which God 
hath been pleaſed to endue us. 


St. Peter ſeems to have intended to guard us 
from theſe errors and perplexities, by recording 
with great clearneſs and ſimplicity, and in few 
words, the nature and final purpoſe of our Sa- 
viour's Miſſion and Doctrine, and his dependence 
on the Deity. That he verily was fore-ordained 
before the foundation of the World, but was manifeſt 
in theſe laſt times for you ; Who by him do believe in 
God that raiſed him up from the dead, and gave him 


glory, that your faith and hope might be in God. 
1 Peter i. 20, 21. 


Whatſoever Rank and Power our great Deli- 
verer may now hold in the Univerſe, it is plain, 
therefore, that he poſſeſſes them in ſubordination 
to that Lord God Omnipotent, from Whom he him- 
ſelf declares he received all things. Matt. xi. 27. 
John xvii. 7. Moreover his preſent Authority 
and Spiritual Miniſtry we learn are held for a de- 
termined Period; for it is written that he is at laſt to 
deliver them up to their Almighty Giver, that God 
may be all in all.—1 Cor. xv. 24. 27, 28. 


This important circumſtance, which is aſſerted 
by St. Paul with great ſolemnity, is ſurely ſuf- 
ficient of itſelf to ſhew the Inequality between 
Chriſt and the Supreme Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
Nevertheleſs, the ingenuous and unprejudiced 
Reader will not conlider what has been educed 


as 


1 


as a deſign to diminiſh the real Dignity and ex- 
cellence of our Illuſtrious and beloved Redeemer: 
far from ſo impotent, ſo dangerous an attempt, 
it is meant to ſhew no more than our Saviour 
himſelf forcibly impreſſed ;—that the Authority 
of our Great Creator is alone Underived and In- 
MUTABLE ; his Glory and Benevolence Unequal- 
led; his Dominion Unbounded and ETERNAL. 

By inculcating theſe great Truths, our Saviour 
clearly pointed out the Object of Adoration, and 
ſtrictly adhered to all the preceding Revelations 
which regarded the Deity, as it is natural to con- 
clude he would. The external modes of Wor- 
ſhip may be altered or relinquiſhed, as we find 
they have been by Divine authority, but the O4- 
jekt of Religious Worſhip mult for ever be the 
- Same. The One only God who was acknowledged 
and adored by Moſes and the Prophets, muſt be 
the very God of the Chriſtians :—there can be 
no poſſible Change in a Being abſolutely In- 
mutable. Neither can it be ſaid with any colour 
from the Scriptures, nor with any ſemblance of 
Reaſon that, God was revealed to Moſes and 
the Prophets Imperfetly or Incompletely. What 
appearance of verity is there, that the Almighty 
on that awful occaſion, when He proclaimed the 
true Object of Divine Worſhip, Exod. xx. and 
ſpoke of Himſelf as a ſingle Perſon, and Lord of 
All, (xix. 5.) did thereby conceal from His faith- 
ful Servants the eſſential knowledge of His inti- 

mate 
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mate Union with two other Beings, Equal in 
Power and Dominion, and, conſequently, equally 
entitled to the Worſhip and Marked attention of 
All Mankind in All Ages — Surely the Spirit of 
that man muſt be waxed groſs, that doth not 
tremble at the Ideas which even the Mention of 
ſuch opinions unavoidably ſuggeſts. 


Upon the whole. It appears from the general 
conſtruction of the Scriptures that the Lord our 
God is abſolutely One. That what is therein 
termed, the Holy Ghoſt, means no le/s than the 
Extraordinary E.mranations, or the Hhedtive Power, 
of his own Almighty Spirit , proceeding imme- 
diately from Him * ; and in the Goſpel times, for 
glorious purpoſes, communicating the moſt pre- 
cious Gifts to Chriſt and his Apoſtles || : Virtue 

ineffable 


+ The Moſt Sacred Num:n. In plainer words, awful as it is to 
think of, it means abſolutely a manz/eftation of the Devine Preſence I 
which was granted as above; and it is certain that His Preſence may 
be ſignified whenever the Almighty pleaſes. Deus ommpreſens 
« eſt, non per virtutem ſolam, ſed etiam per Subſtantiam : nam 
« yirtus fine ſubſtantia ſubſiſlere non poteſt.“ (a) Newt. Princ, 
Schol. gen. ſub. fin. 


(a) We ſuppoſe he means Pat$SE NT by Subſtantial Power, Ac- 
uye Virtue, and Immediate Perception, not by Extended Subſtance. 


* See Luke xi. 13. John xv. 26. Acts vin. 19, 20. 1 Cor. vi. 19. 


Our Saviour after his Afcenſion, is declared to have diſpenſed 
theſe divine gifts to his faithful Followers on Earth; having then 
gain received the Power of ſo doing from the FATHER, Adds it. 33.— 

* bein 
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ineffable of the HIGHEST ! which pervades 
the Univerſe, and es continually all. around Us, 
though, perhaps, but ſeldom perceptibly within us. 
That this Supreme and moſt Holy Being, 1s the Only 
proper Object of all religious Adoration; and that 
wwe are taught to Pray and give Thanks to Him alone, 


through the mediation and in the Name of our bleſſed 
Redeemer and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. | 


That this was the habitual ſes of the Apo- 
ſtles and their immediate Diſciples is moſt evident 
throughout the New Teſtament r, and indeed 
was directly encouraged by our bleſſed Saviour 

himſelf, in theſe words, Yerily, verily, I ſay unto 
you, Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my Name, 
he will give it you, John xvi. 23. The poſitive 


being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Fa- 


ther the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſued forth this which ye now 
} fee and hear. Vid. alſo Luke xxiv. 49. John xiv. 16. This again 
ſhews in Whom thoſe wonderful Powers Originate. We therefore 
very properly addrefs our Prayers to God (through Chriſt) for all ſuch 


Spiritual Aſfiſtances, (though now of an e 1 and not to 
Chriſl who adds under Him. 


+ And it appears to have been the general practice for a long pe- 
riod after the firſt preaching of the Gaſpel. Juſtin Martyr, about an 
hundred years after Chriſt, declares, * that there was no nation of 
© men, whether Greeks or Barbarians, who had not learned to offer 
„ prayers and thankſgivings to the Father and Maker of all, in the 
'* name of Jeſus who was crucified,” 


Dr. Fleztwood's Life of Chriſt, Int. P. 32. 


direc- 
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directions of St. Paul, accordingly run as fol- 
lows, 


In every thing by Prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving let your requeſts be made known unto 
Gob. Phil. iv. 6. 


Giving thanks always for all things unto God 
the Father, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Eph. v. 20. 


Whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 


Name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by bim. Col. iii. 17. 


That ye may with one mind and one mouth plotify 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom, xv. 6 *. 


What form of words can poſſibly be more full 
or declarative? How therefore, the ſame truly 


orthodox 


* See alſo John xv. 16. As xi. 3. Ib. xxiv. 14. Rom. i. 8, 9. 
Ib. x. 1. Ib. xvi. 27. 1 Cor. i. 4. Ib. xiv. 25. 2 Cor. i. 3. Eph. iii. 14. 
Philip. iv. 20. Col. i. 3. 12. 1 Thel. i. 2. Ib. ii. 13. Ib. v. 23. 
2 Tim. i. 3. 1 Peter ii. 5. &c. It may be here reaſonably aſked, 
How doth it happen, that in all theſe Examples and ſolemn direc- 


tlons for Prayer and Thankſgiving, (and many others which might be 


produced) God the Father is alone ſupplicated and adored ? the Holy 
Ghoft is not once mentioned. Why is this dH, Divinity thus en- 
F 2 tirely 


1 


ortbodox mode of Worſhip could injure the very 
ſame Religion no, we cannot conceive; but on 
the contrary, are humbly of opinion, that if our 


tirely omitted? The anſwer is ſhort and plain. Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
it appears never thought of diſtinguiſhing po/itzvely God's holy Spirit 
from God himſel/. 


In ſome forms like the above, mention is indeed made of the Spiriy, 
as in Rom. xv. 30. Philip. iii. g. but, it is remarkable, never as a 
d:ſtinft Object of Prayer or Thankſgiving. The words eus ay 
or holy Spirit, ſeem therefore, to have been often uſed by our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, as a comprehenſive mode of expreſſing the divine- 
communications of God, (who is conſequently always underſtood) hzs 
power, influence, grace, and various ſpiritua! gifts, being all fre- 
quently implied in that Scripture- phraſe. 


After all: ſhould we Suppoſe the utmoſt, (how far ſoever it may 
be from according with the general Principle of the Bible) that by the 
HolyxGhoſt is really meant, a mighty Spiritual Being, ſent, John xiv. 
16. 26. or employed by the moſt High God, (or even acting with 
Him) yet there is no Precedent whatſoever (that we can diſcover) 
throughout the New Teſtament for the invoking, or giving Glory to ſuck 
diſtinft Agent. 


In fine. That which ſcems further to confirm the neceſſity of con- 
fidering the Holy Ghoſt as no other than the Spirit or Power of the 
Almighty himſelf, is, the declaration made by St. Matthew i. 18. 20. 
and likewiſe by St. Luke i. 35. that our Saviour was begotten of the 
Virgin by the Holy Ghoſt. Now if the Holy Ghoſt were the Third Perſon 
of the Trinity, (diſtin from the Father) then would Chriſt be rather 
the Son of the Third Perſon, and not of the Father, who is the Firſt. 
But he is generally called the Son of God the Father in the Scriptures, 
even with reſpect to his Humanity, and never of the Holy Ghoſt, When 


he is ſpoken of as the Son of Man, it naturally refers to his Mother's 
lineage from the Houſe of David. 


Let it be remembered that this /atter Argument is drawn from thoſe 


peremptory diſlinctions which have been made by others. The deſign 
here is ſerious and Important. 
Doc- 


( 69 ) 
Doctrines were reduced to their original Purity 
and Simplicity; did we freely and unequivocally 
acknowledge with the Apoſtle, that the bead of 
Chriſt is God: 1 Cor. xi. 3.—theſe neceſſary and 
important ſteps would, in a great meaſure, deſtroy 
our moſt bitter Controverſies ; render our holy 
Religion more generally underſtood and believed ; 
and prepare it for that Univerſal Promulgation 
and Acceptance, for which it was ſo benevolently 
intended by its Great and Bleſſed Teacher: and 
which, (as it has been long foretold) in Defiance 
of the ſubtileſt powers of Darkneſs and Deluſion, 
will fnally be Accompliſhed. 


The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand : let us 
therefore caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, and let us 
put on the armour of Light. Rom. xiii. 12. 

Praying with the Apoſtle. That the God of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may give 
unto us the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the 
knowledge of Him. Eph. i. 17. 

Then ſhall we, happily for ourſelves, haſten 
the fulfilling of that ancient Prophecy : And the 
Lord ſhall be King over all the Earth : in that day 
ſhall there be Ons LoRD, and his NAME ONE. 
Zech. xiv. 9. 


To whom be Glory in the Higheſt to all Eter- 
nity. Amen and Amen. 
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